
A portion of the Uniform Business Organizations Act
(UBOA), containing language to harmonize common provisions
found throughout existing business organization acts, such as the
Uniform Partnership Act and the Uniform Limited Partnership Act,
was also approved. This portion of the project establishes common
definitions, and makes the mechanics of filing, qualification of for-
eign entities and entity transaction provisions on mergers, interest
exchanges and domestications consistent between the various busi-
ness entity acts. Work continues on the rest of the UBOA.

Information on all of these acts, including the approved text of
each act, can be found at the ULC Web site at www.nccusl.org.

Once an act is approved by the ULC, it is officially promulgat-
ed for consideration by the states, and the legislatures are urged
to adopt it. Since its inception, the ULC has been responsible for
more than 200 acts, among them such bulwarks of state statutory
law as the Uniform Commercial Code, the Uniform Probate
Code, the Uniform Partnership Act and the Uniform Interstate
Family Support Act.

Alabama joined the ULC in 1906, and since that time has
enacted more than 58 uniform or model acts promulgated by the
ULC. Alabama currently has nine uniform law commissioners
appointed to the ULC: Jerry Bassett, former Tuscaloosa Circuit
Judge Joe Colquit, Bill Henning, former Chief Justice Gorman
Houston, Tom Jones, state Senator Ted Little, Bob McCurley,
Bruce McKee, and state Representative Cam Ward.

The procedures of the ULC ensure meticulous consideration of
each uniform or model act. The ULC usually spends a minimum
of two years on each draft. Sometimes, the drafting work extends
much longer. No single state has the resources necessary to
duplicate this meticulous, careful, non-partisan effort.

The ULC continues to strengthen the role of state law in our
federal system. As new technology wears away geographical
borders and matters of law implicate more than one state, con-
sistency in rules and procedures becomes ever more critical. The
Uniform Law Commission continues its commitment to help
sustain the independence of the states, while achieving a uni-
form legal system for the nation. ▲▼▲
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Representative Cam Ward serves in the
Alabama House of Representatives for District
14, which includes Bibb, Chilton, Jefferson and
Shelby counties, and is the executive director of
the Alabaster Industrial Development Board.
He is a graduate of Troy University and the
Cumberland School of Law. Representative
Ward is on the Executive Committee for the
Alabama Law Institute and one of Alabama’s
five commissioners on the National Conference

of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws. He also volunteers time as
chair of the Alabama Autism Task Force.
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