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Beyond the Frame: Art Collection
Lends Firm Local Color

An art collection that started
more than 20 years ago breathes
life into the office of Kaufman

Gilpin McKenzie Thomas Weiss PC

he firm’s art collection blends modern and traditional
I styles, and a variety of subject matter—including
scenes of downtown Montgomery, Morocco, Paris,
Acapulco, flowers, fruit, columns, and abstract studies of color,
form and contrast.

Although the works may differ in genre and medium, they
are all created by artists with ties to the area, from Montgom-
ery, Auburn and as far away as Atlanta, even those who were
raised in the area but call somewhere else home now.

The local art gives the office a sense of place. “When we
come across pieces that tie to the city, we like to pick them
up,” said John Ward Weiss, one of the partners at the firm.

An exquisite work of art adds drama to a conference room
setting at the firm’s offices in east Montgomery.

John Ward Weiss stands by one of the more than 50 works of
art included in the firm’s collection.

He reports that well over 50 works of art are included in the
collection, not including pieces owned by the partners indi-
vidually, which would swell the number to more than 70. The
office space is enormous—with seven conference rooms, halls
and other common areas—so there is never a sense of having
stepped into an art gallery.

Weiss notes there was no conscious decision to build an art
collection when the firm began in 1983.1t just grew as pieces
were collected over time. “We had three separate floors in our
previous location, so | don’t think any of us really realized how
much art we had until we moved in 2005,” said Weiss.

The only art commissioned specifically for the firm was the
downtown Montgomery montage by Clark VWalker.

Even the break room hosts local art—more than a decade’s
worth of Jubilee CityFest posters.

And there‘s room for more. “The walls go on forever, so
there are lots of opportunities to build the collection,”’
said Weiss.

—Kimberly L.Wright, Montgomery






