PUBLIC SERVICE

INVOLVES POLITICS

Alabama’s first female U.S. Attorney was
prepared, though, having served as one of the
singing “Garrett Girls” for her father’s campaigns

eura Garrett Canary, United States Attorney for

Alabama’s Middle District, was |3 and growing up in

the tiny Monroe County town of Uriah, when she
told her mother she wanted to be a lawyer. Canary’s
mother took her to visit Alice Lee, Monroeville attorney
and sister of famed author Harper Lee, to discuss her
career choice. Canary distinctly remembers the 1970s lime
green suit she bought especially for the visit, as well as
Lee’s advice when they talked about the fact that too many
people were entering the legal profession: “There is always
room at the top.”

Canary has been working her way to the top ever since.
She left her little high school in Uriah after the | Ith grade
to enroll in Huntingdon College in Montgomery. She gradu-
ated in three years and enrolled at the University of
Alabama School of Law. After law school, she began her
career in public service at the Alabama Attorney General’s
office before working for the Department of Justice in
Washington, D.C.

Canary has continued to distinguish herself, becoming
Alabama’s first female U.S. Attorney in 2001. There are
only 12 females out of 93 total U.S. attorneys in the coun-
try, but Canary says being female is not an issue in her job.
In fact, she credits her skills in managing her 50 employees
to the skills she has learned as a mother. She says that just
as she helps her two children, whom she raises with her
husband Bill, find their talents so that they can flourish, she
looks for the work in which her employees excel when
making job assignments, a practice that has proven to be
successful.

Canary oversees the prosecution of all federal crimes in
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the 23-county
Middle District.
Canary also
administers a
gun violence
reduction
program that
seeks to lock

up, without

chance for parole, repeat offenders who use a gun, as well
as educating the public through media campaigns and pro-

grams for school children. Those efforts are responsible, in
part, for reducing the homicides in the city of Montgomery
by 42 percent, the city’s police chief has stated publicly.

Additionally, her civil division defends lawsuits against the
federal government in the district. The division’s financial
unit represents in United States’ interests in bankruptcy
and collection cases. Canary states the division collected
over $1.5 million last year. Moreover, the district’s joint
terrorism task force run by the FBI is housed in Canary’s
office and follows leads, analyzes intelligence and conducts
training.

With such weighty responsibilities, how does Canary
balance job and family? “I have never been a workaholic,”
she explains. “| leave work at work. | enjoy my job tremen-
dously, but | enjoy my family more. | am fortunate that |
have not had to choose between my family and my career,
because my family comes first.”

“I work hard and try my best,” says Canary. With that
attitude, she is making a positive difference in all she does.
—Ashley H. Hamlett, Montgomery



aybe it’s
the finicky
economy. Maybe it’s
just the principle of it. One thing is certain, though—many of
our country’s largest technology companies aren’t hesitat-
ing to pick on the “little guy.” To these big companies (aka
“Goliath”), their technology is their treasured “booty,” and
any suspected pirate, regardless of the size, may be forced
to legally walk the plank.

You may know someone who's fallen into this “David”
category. He or she receives a summons bearing the name
of one of the country’s largest companies of Goliath pro-
portions, with “David’s” name on the wrong side of the
“v”. Gulp.

How does this happen? In most cases, Goliath manages
to procure a list of customers from an “unauthorized”
dealer of his equipment. Frequently, this unauthorized deal-
er sells some type of entertainment equipment, such as
cable or satellite television receivers. Often, this dealer is
an online retailer.

Who is this Goliath? He is a major player in the cable/
satellite television industry, looking for potential piracy of
services, and demanding swift justice. Goliath contends that
if an unauthorized dealer has been caught selling equipment
that may be utilized to pirate services, such as satellite tele-
vision services, then customers buying products from the
unauthorized dealer may be utilizing the equipment they
purchased to pirate Goliath’s services in violation of the
Federal Cable Communications Policy Act.

How would such a large company of Goliath-type propor-
tions have the time to pursue each “suspect” on the numer-
ous customer lists acquired from unauthorized equipment
dealers? They often work with small law firms, who pursue

DAVID AND
GOLIATH:

The Piracy Crusades

An old story with a new twist,
and the little guy wins again

each customer by firing off anything from “nasty-grams” to
filing a complaint in federal court. However, when David
comes to your office in a state of shock after receiving the
summons and complaint, most likely you will find him to be
a law-abiding, well-behaved citizen.

How should you handle Goliath? Fear not—you probably
will not have to suffer through a trial or settlement negoti-
ations, with a bewildered David by your side. If the main
issue concerns a device purchased by David from an unau-
thorized dealer, usually Goliath will back down, if you sim-
ply contact him and offer to send the allegedly illicit device
to him.. Once again, David wins!

—Caroline Coker Coursey, Horsham, Pennsylvania

The Fifth Judicial Circuit’s annual bar meeting and
dinner will be June 18th in Tuskegee at the Kellogg
Conference Center from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m. For more
information, call Elaine Raymon at (334) 727-6700.
The Guard/Reserve On-Site Conference was held in
April in Orange Beach and recognized all military law
servicemembers who have deployed in the war on

terrorism. The Military Law Syposium is scheduled for

Major General Mark Bowen, Alabama’s adjutant general,

and other speakers will address deployments and
homeland security. For more information, call

Bryan Morgan or Jack Wallace at (334) 271-7471.

August 20-21 at the University of Alabama School of Law.
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