In the Eye of the Budget
Storm: A Profile of Judge

Aloert L. Johnson

Trimming a budget sometimes only

increases the expenses

ince September 9, 2003, when voters rejected

Governor Bob Riley’s tax and accountability package,

Alabama’s 41 judicial circuits have been trimming
court personnel rolls and jury expenses. By the end of
November, the 26th Judicial Circuit, presided over by
Judge Albert L. Johnson, had laid off five of its 13 court
specialists. The reverberations of what the governor
described as the “worst financial crisis since the Great
Depression” are bound to be felt in the court system.
Judge Johnson and his colleagues have been thrust into the
position of guiding their respective courts through treach-
erous judicial shoals in the coming years.

Born in Columbus, Georgia, Judge Johnson grew up in
rural Russell County. After earning a bachelor’s degree in
business and political science from Huntingdon College, a
master’s degree in business administration from Georgia
State University and a law degree from Cumberland School
of Law, Judge Johnson began a life of service as an assistant
Russell County district attorney. From [982-83, he served
in the Alabama House of Representatives, where he sup-
ported the work of the Senate-House conference commit-
tee on a proposed new constitution to replace the
Alabama Constitution of 1901.
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In
October
1984,
Governor

George C. Wallace appointed Judge Johnson to the sec-
ond district court judgeship in Russell County. He served in
that position until 1996 when he won the current circuit
court judgeship. In 2002, he won reelection to a six-year
term. Currently, Judge Johnson handles the civil division of
the circuit court while Judge George R. Greene pre-
sides over criminal cases.

Asked what he cherishes most as a judge, Judge Johnson
cited the juvenile court, which, in his opinion, should be at
the apex of the judicial system. He believes that the juve-
nile court needs more resources (probation officers and
other professional staff) to deal with the multitude of prob-
lems presented by juvenile offenders. More experienced
lawyers and district attorneys are needed in the juvenile
courts, but with the current fiscal crisis, that goal will take
awhile to realize. In spite of that, Judge Johnson said he will
“always be a juvenile judge at heart.”
—Peter A. Dumbuya, Phenix City







