
Free online legal research is on

the way to ASB members

T
he Alabama State Bar recently announced its partici-

pation in the Casemaker Consortium of Bar

Associations, a group of state bar associations

offering a unique online legal research tool with a powerful

search engine providing access to a combination of state

and federal materials. Casemaker includes historic to cur-

rent cases, statutes and regulations. Many consortium states

provide Casemaker free to their members. The Casemaker

Consortium, now made up of 19 states, already serves

more than 300,000 American lawyers; the Alabama State

Bar represents an additional 14,000+ lawyers. Participating

states include Alabama, Colorado, Connecticut, Georgia,

Idaho, Indiana, Maine, Massachusetts, Mississippi, Nebraska,

New Hampshire, North Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, Rhode

Island, South Carolina, Texas, Utah, and Vermont.

Alabama State Bar President Douglas McElvy says,

“Casemaker will be enthusiastically embraced by Alabama

bar members, especially those in small firms who will find

their legal research costs significantly reduced or completely

eliminated.”

Keith Norman, executive director of the Alabama State

Bar, concurs that, “Casemaker will be a tremendous benefit

for our members. Having a comprehensive Alabama online

research

library as

part of bar

membership is

an amazing idea.

This is the best 

member service we’ve

offered in some time, and

we are very excited about

bringing this service to

the legal profession of

Alabama.”

Ohio State

Bar Executive
Director Denny Ramey
touts Casemaker as “a boon for the 60

to 70 percent of lawyers who are solo practitioners or

who practice in firms of five or fewer. It really levels the

playing field.”

The Alabama State Bar plans to bring Casemaker online

in 2005. Visit the bar’s Web site at www.alabar.org for

updates and follow the “Casemaker Countdown” in

upcoming bar publications.
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