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P
aige McCoy Oldshue of Tuscaloosa (Rosen

Harwood PA) recently received statewide recognition

from the Alabama State Bar for a Law Day program

she conducted with the Boy Scouts.

The ASB Board of Bar Commissioners cited Oldshue for

her efforts in planning, implementing and conducting an edu-

cational program for Boy Scouts from Jasper and Tuscaloosa

to fulfill their Law Merit Badge requirements.

“Boots” Gale (Maynard, Cooper & Gale PC,

Birmingham), 2007 ASB president, said,“We applaud Paige’s

efforts in conjunction with this year’s Law Day theme,

‘Liberty Under Law: Empowering Youth,Assuring

Democracy.’ Scouting instills the confidence to act as lead-

ers both spiritually and morally.Those scouts who really get

involved learn social skills, outdoor skills and how to lead

others into successfully completing tasks. Presidents, sena-

tors, judges, prominent lawyers and doctors, astronauts,

movie directors–countless numbers of people have gotten

their start as scouts.”

Oldshue worked with Bill Aldridge, scout troop leader,

to recruit local lawyers to present a four-and-half-hour edu-

cational program that included an introduction to the law;

becoming an attorney; how judges are selected; an overview

of state and federal law; indigent representation for criminal

and civil matters; the role of law enforcement; consumer

protection laws and creditors/debtors rights; environmental

laws; and computers and the Internet.

The Law Merit Badge is comprised of 11 requirements,

from defining what law is to attending an actual civil or

criminal trial and then writing an essay about what tran-

spired in the courtroom. Scouts also must arrange to visit

with a lawyer, understand the requirements necessary to

become licensed to practice law and list 15 careers which

are related to the law or legal process.

Tuscaloosa Attorney Receives Recognition
for Her Work with Boy Scouts

By donating her time and 

experience, this ASB member

affirms that “Lawyers Render

Service”

Oldshue



W
hen Sam Crosby (Stone, Granade & Crosby

PC, Daphne) met with ASB members through-

out the state as he campaigned for the office

of state bar president, he encountered one recurring theme:

many members simply weren’t aware of all of the

services the state bar offers.

So, in this age of iPhones, iPods and iTunes, he

decided the Internet was the best medium for

reaching members.And the ASB’s Web site,

www.alabar.org, was just the ticket. He envisioned

this venue running a three-minute streaming video

to highlight key member benefits, including showcas-

ing a “first-of-its-kind” initiative among state bars.

This model program recognizes the business aspects to

practicing law, something rarely addressed in law schools.

Working through the ASB’s Practice Management Assistance

Program (P-MAP), the program sets up one-on-one personal

financial counseling and business planning between members

of the Senior Council of Retired Executives (SCORE) and

Alabama lawyers who have been in practice five years or

less.The Alabama chapters of the Association of Legal

Administrators also contribute to this program, donating

services to advise new lawyers in law firm management,

billing and technology issues.

ASB Vice President Alicia F. Bennett (Boardman,

Carr & Hutcheson PC, Chelsea) explains the video will

review four primary benefit areas: Education (pilot mentor-

ing program, CLE, Roadshow,ADR); Networking (YLS, sec-

tion and committee activities); Practice Support (Casemaker

legal research); and Information (online bar directory, The

Alabama Lawyer magazine, Addendum).

In developing the video,

Crosby sought the counsel of President-elect Mark

White (White,Arnold,Andrews & Dowd PC, Birmingham),

and past bar commissioners Thomas J. Methvin (Beasley,

Allen, Crow, Methvin, Portis & Miles PC, Montgomery),

Wanda Devereaux (Devereaux & Associates,

Montgomery) and Celia Collins (Johnstone,Adams LLC,

Mobile) who also urged Crosby to address the issue.All

readily agreed this would be a novel and entertaining

method of getting across the message, especially to younger

members who are already technologically inclined but also

most likely to be unaware of state bar benefits.

“ASB membership has its benefits and privileges and our

goal is to help our members maintain a vibrant and efficient

law practice by providing them with useful information and

opportunities to render service in their communities,”

Crosby said.

The video will be available on the ASB’s home page at

www.alabar.org on October 15.You can’t miss it.
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ACCR Foundation

Releases Shorter

Documentary

Y
ou probably have

heard about the

Alabama

Citizens for

Constitutional

Reform Foundation's

45-minute entertaining and educational documentary called

It's a Thick Book.The ACCR Foundation announces the

release of a 27-minute version of the film which creatively

looks at the issues with our state 1901 Constitution and

quickly articulates reasons to reform.To order a free copy

of the film, please visit the ACCR Foundation Web site:

www.constitutionALreform.org.

T
he Professionalism Award was created jointly by the

Chief Justice’s Commission on

Professionalism and the Alabama State Bar. It

recognizes a judge or a lawyer for his or her outstanding

contribution in advancing professionalism of the legal pro-

fession in Alabama.The award will be presented at the

Professionalism Consortium February 21, 2008 in

Birmingham.

The following criteria will be used to judge the 

nominees:

• Outstanding contribution to a program or activity

which advances or promotes excellence, professional-

ism and public responsibility within the legal profes-

sion;

• Outstanding writings or speeches which advance or

promote the same;

• Contribution of time and resources to public service,

education, charitable or pro bono activities;

• Subordinating personal interests to professional con-

cerns;

• Demonstrating respect for the law and integrity of the

legal system;

• Conduct which

has enhanced

the image of

the legal pro-

fession, either

through practice or programs and activities that edu-

cate the public about the law or the legal system; and

• Demonstrations of general characteristics such as

integrity, timeliness and promptness, credibility, and

zealous advocacy while maintaining civility and mentor-

ing of others.

Nominations should include a detailed biographical pro-

file of the nominee and a narrative outline detailing how the

nominee has fulfilled the award criteria and advanced pro-

fessionalism of the legal profession in Alabama. Nominations

may be supported with letters of endorsement.

Nominations will be received through November

16, 2007 and should be mailed to Anita Hamlett,

Alabama State Bar, P.O. Box 671, Montgomery

36101-0671.

The Professionalism Award

Recognition for those who promote 

excellence in the legal profession




