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UA Law Students, Area Lawyers
Provide Legal Assistance to Evacuees

Katrina may have been the worst storm on record, but it brought out

the best in Alabama students and attorneys

niversity of Alabama School of Law students

and volunteer lawyers in the Tuscaloosa area have

formed a unique joint project to provide free
legal assistance to persons affected by Hurricane Katrina.
Under the Hurricane Katrina Legal Assistance Proj-
ect, volunteer law students interview evacuees at the Red
Cross’s disaster relief center or over the phone to get basic
information about their legal problems.The student is then
paired with a volunteer lawyer to research the evacuee’s
problem and provide legal assistance.

The project is operated at the law school through the
school’s Public Interest Institute and Clinical Law
Program. Over 80 first-year, second-year and third-year
law students have volunteered for the project. Cooper
Shattuck of Rosen, Cook, Sledge, Davis, Shattuck &
Oldshue in Tuscaloosa is coordinating the efforts of the
volunteer attorneys.This local program is in addition to
other efforts of the Alabama State Bar to provide legal
assistance to persons affected by Hurricane Katrina.

Alane Breland, president of the law school’s
Public Interest Institute Student Board, explained,“Law
students have been eager to help in any way possible
since the hurricane hit and are enthusiastic about help-
ing with legal assistance for displaced hurricane victims.
The response from students has been amazing—we have
students from all classes excited to lend a hand.”

Tamara Watson, the student volunteer coordina-
tor, shared her experience in interviewing evacuees:

“It was extremely rewarding to help those who are in

need and to see the relief on their faces when they found
someone who could provide some help.”

Professor Bob Kuehn, law school supervisor of the
project, noted the unique nature of the program:“To our
knowledge, nowhere else in the country have law students
and lawyers volunteered together to provide legal assistance
to victims of Hurricane Katrina.We hope that the special
training and knowledge of law students and lawyers can pro-
vide much-needed comfort and useful legal assistance to the
many people in the area whose lives have been so dramati-
cally affected by the storm.”

The Hurricane Katrina Legal Assistance Project oper-
ates intake tables at the Red Cross’s disaster relief center at
Skyland Boulevard Baptist Church in Tuscaloosa on Monday
through Saturday until 2:00 p.m. (phone 205-348-8302 or
e-mail pii@law.ua.edu).




ertified Legal Nurse Consultants (CLNCs) use

their medical and nursing experience and educa-

tion to clarify health-related issues for attorneys
and assist lawyers in preparing cases involving healthcare
issues. The role of the legal nurse consultant is to evaluate,
analyze and render informed opinions on the delivery of
healthcare and the resulting outcome.The role of the legal
nurse consultant is expansive and can include:

® Educating attorneys regarding healthcare facts;

® Compiling scientific research, guidelines and standards
of care;

® Reviewing, analyzing and summarizing medical records;
and

® [dentifying, locating and evaluating expert witnesses.

Many times, CLNCs will continue to have current nursing
licenses and work clinically in their area of expertise or a
general medical floor to maintain competence as well as
stay up to date with standards of care and current pro-
cedures. Certified Legal Nurse Consultants have degrees
from associate to doctorate degrees in nursing.VWhatever

Does Your
Practice
Address
Healthcare
ssues”?

Nurse consultants can help
you maintain a "healthy"
practice

the degree and work experience, the focus of the Certified
Legal Nurse Consultant is to assist the attorney in prepar-
ing cases concerning healthcare issues in all areas of plaintiff
and defense litigation.

Makes Sense, Sort Of

Our friend, a lawyer,
was defending a man ac-
cused of sending obscene
literature through the mail.
Deciding to base his case

N
v

on whether the material
really was obscene, he asked court officials if
he could see a copy.

So, they mailed it to him.
—Submitted by Alan Bainbridge, from Reader’s Digest
(rd.com)
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Around the
Water Cooler

News from local bar associations and

ASB committees and task forces on

current projects and elections

Local Bar Associations
Autauga County

JimT. Norman, Il of Prattville was recently elected
president of the county bar association.
Houston County

Newly elected officers of the HCBA are: M. Hamp-
ton Baxley, president; Pete Mclnish, vice-president; Joe
Lane, treasurer; Ginger Emfinger, secretary; Shannon
Rash, director;and Joe Herring, director.

Lauderdale County

The LCBA, the University of North Alabama and the
UNA National Alumni Association recently sponsored a
court session of the Supreme Court of Alabama. Over 400
local high school students attended.

The LCBA has compiled a list of local organizations and
agencies providing emergency assistance of basic needs to
area residents.

Committees/Task Forces
Alabama Lawyers Assistance Program

The American Bar Association’s umbrella organiza-
tion, the Commission on Lawyer Assistance Programs, will
be visiting Alabama soon and meeting with various ASB offi-
cials and committee members to assess Alabama’s program
and to offer assistance. Another project of the committee
is to secure funding for the ALAP Foundation, which
was formed four years ago as a way of lending funds to law-
yers who need treatment but have no means to pay for it.
A subcommittee is in the process of interviewing prospects
for a part-time or full-time fundraiser position.

Task Force to Evaluate MCLE Program

This task force is reviewing the current status of the

program and making suggestions concerning quality

control,
use of
technology,

enforce-
ment of
MCLE rules and other issues. Mandatory CLE was adopted
by the Supreme Court of Alabama in 1982 and the pro-
gram has not been evaluated on a comprehensive basis
since that time.

State Bar Offers Reduced-Cost

Video Conferencing

Now you can depose an expert witness in California
and still be home by suppertime. Your personal state-
of-the-art videoconferencing facility is open on the third
floor of the Alabama State Bar in Montgomery. Save time
and travel costs while still giving face-to-face service
when you use the facility for depositions and meetings
with distant clients.

To help solos and small firm practitioners compete
with large firms, which are now installing their own
videoconference facilities, the ASB has priced its video-
conference services at cost. The rental rate is $100 per
hour plus actual long distance telephone charges, but
the state bar will waive the charge for the first hour for
all members who schedule a videoconference between
now and December 31st. Call Laura A. Calloway at (334)
269-1515 for more information.
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very weekday morning, Kenneth Randall arises

at 5 a.m. to exercise before work. He’s committed

to physical activity because of the edge it gives him
in dealing with life. As dean of the University of Alabama
School of Law, Randall has a demanding schedule, but he is
mentally and physically fit, as well as fully capable, to lead the
helm of one of the nation’s leading law schools into the 21st
century.

The yearning for a law career started with Randall early.
As a child, Randall viewed lawyers as advocates of ensuring
the rights of people.Working at a title company while in col-
lege further kindled his love for the law, and he planned to
run a title company.“But within a couple of months of law
school, all | wanted was to be a law professor,” Randall says.

Randall pursued three more law degrees—two master's
in law from Columbia University School of Law and Yale Law
School and a doctorate from Columbia.

After practicing for a few years, he fulfilled his teaching
desire at the University of Alabama School of Law in 1985.
His teaching philosophy was to engage students to think
about the possibilities of the law. Randall says, “| wanted
them to be able to reason and to advocate better than
ever for whatever they and their client were trying to get
across.”

Randall says the University’s success as a top 20 public
law school (as ranked by U.S. News and World Report) is due
to the students and faculty.“We have a great teaching faculty

Drofile:
Dean Kenneth
Randall

At the helm of the University of
Alabama School of Law, he works

hard and plays hard

that interacts with students. If anybody needs a helping hand,
the law school wants to give it,” he says. Randall demon-
strates this philosophy with his once-a-month announced
visits to the student lounge. Randall says, “If anyone has
anything to talk about, we can talk.”

Randall looks forward to the completed expansion of the
law school’s facilities, scheduled for next year.The new facili-
ties will house classrooms, a dining hall, career services and
a law school clinic.

When not at the law school or on the road fundraising,
Randall devotes time to his wife, Susan, a professor at the
law school, and three children, the youngest of whom com

petes with him in tennis and basketball.
—By Geraldine Rose Daniels, Montgomery

labama lawyers recently gave $130,000 to

Hurricane Katrina disaster relief in donations to

he American Red Cross and the Salvation Army.
According to Alabama State Bar President Bobby Segall,
who presented the contributions during an October
Board of Bar Commissioners’ meeting, state lawyers have
already given approximately $1.5 million in volunteer
hours, clothing and money. In addition, the ASB Young
Lawyers’ Section worked with local representatives of
the Federal Emergency Management Agency to provide
free legal information to victims and create a registry of
free office space for displaced lawyers.
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