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T
he National Conference of
Commissioners on Uniform State
Laws recently approved eight new

acts dealing with issues ranging from
new rules on volunteer healthcare servic-
es in declared emergencies to a revision
of the established rules governing organ
donations.

The conference is comprised of more
than 300 lawyers, judges, law professors,
legislators, and government attorneys,
appointed by every state, the District of
Columbia, Puerto Rico and the U.S.
Virgin Islands. The uniform law commis-
sioners draft proposals for uniform laws
on issues where disparity between the
states is a problem.

The new uniform acts adopted were:
The new Un i form Emergency Vo lu n teer

He a l t h c a re Practi ti on ers Act a ll ows state
govern m ents to give rec i proc i ty to other
s t a te s’ l i cen s ees of em er gency servi ce s
provi ders so that covered indivi duals may
provi de servi ces wi t h o ut meeting the dis-
a s ter state’s licensing requ i rem en t s .

The new Un i form An a tomical Gift Act
u p d a tes the act (wh i ch was ori gi n a lly
promu l ga ted in 1968 and adopted in every
s t a te ; a revi s ed vers i on has been ava i l a bl e
s i n ce 1987) in light of ch a n ges in federa l
l aw rel a ting to the role of hospitals and
proc u rem ent or ga n i z a ti ons in sec u ri n g
or gans for tra n s p l a n t a ti on .

The Un i form Pru dent Ma n a gem ent of
In s ti t uti onal Funds Act ( U P M I FA ) , l i ke

its predece s s or, the Un i form Ma n a gem en t
of In s ti tuti onal Funds Act (UMIFA ) , pro-
vi des statutory guidelines for manage-
m en t , i nve s tm ent and ex pen d i tu res of
en dowm ent funds of ch a ri t a ble insti tu-
ti on s – i n s ti tuti ons su ch as co ll ege s , u n iver-
s i ties and hospitals.

The Uniform Child Abduction
Prevention Act provides courts with
guidelines to follow during domestic dis-
pute proceedings to help courts identify
families with children at risk for abduc-
tion and to provide methods to prevent
the abduction of children.

The Uniform Power of Attorney Act
provides a simple way for people to deal
with their property by providing a power
of attorney that survives the incapacity of
the principal.

The Uniform Limited Liability
Company Act permits the formation of
limited liability companies (LLCs), which
provide the owners with the advantages
of both corporate-type limited liability
and partnership tax treatment.

The Un i form Rep re s en t a ti on of Ch i l d ren
in Abuse and Negl ect and Cu s tody
Proceed i n gsAct s eeks to improve the repre-
s en t a ti on of ch i l d ren in proceed i n gs direct ly
a f fecting their custody by cl e a rly def i n i n g
the roles and re s pon s i bi l i ties of ch i l d ren’s
repre s en t a tives and by providing guidel i n e s
to co u rts in appoi n ting repre s en t a tive s .

The Model Regi s tered Agents Act pro-
vi des state with one regi s tra ti on procedu re

for regi s tered agents no matter the kind of
business en ti ty repre s en ted by the agen t .

Alabama joi n ed the con feren ce in 1906,
and since that time has en acted 56 of t h e
u n i form or model acts promu l ga ted by the
con feren ce . Alabama has seven uniform
l aw com m i s s i on ers appoi n ted to the con-
feren ce : Jerry Ba s s et t , Ju s ti ce Gorm a n
Ho u s ton , J r. , Tom Jon e s , S en a tor Ted
Li t t l e , Robert Mc Cu rl ey, J r. , Bru ce Mc Kee ,
a n d Rep re s en t a tive Cam Wa rd .

Information on all of these acts,
including the approved text of each act,
can be found at www.nccusl.org. ■

Representative Cam Wa r d
Representative Cam Ward gradu-
ated from Troy University and
from Cumberland School of Law
at Samford University in
Birmingham. He served as
deputy attorney general in the
Alabama State Auditor’s Office
from April 1996 until December

1997. In 1998, he joined the Alabama Secretary of State’s
Office as confidential assistant to the Secretary of State.

From November 1998 to June 2001, Ward worked
as district director for Congressman Spencer Bachus of
Birmingham. In June 2001, he became executive direc-
tor of the Industrial Development Board of Alabaster.
Ward has been a member of the Alabama Republican
Party State Executive Committee since 1999 and was
elected as an alternate delegate for George W. Bush to
the 2000 and 2004 Republican National conventions. In
2002, he was elected to the Alabama House of
Representatives for District 49.
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