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Mandatory Continuing Legal Education Commission

Preliminary CLE Status Report
For January 1, 2008 through September 30, 2008

Jane Smith Jones 2008 CLE Compliance Year

Smith, Smith and Jones, LLP Attorney ID: ASB 1234-A99Z

100 North Main Street Status: Regular/Special/Exempt

Anytown, AL 36000

Sponsor Course Date CLE / Ethics / Teaching

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

2007 Carryover: 00 Ethics 2007 Carryover: 00

Earned 2008: 00 Ethics Earned 2008: 00

Total Credits: 00 Ethics Compliant? Y/N

CLE Compliant?    Y/N

All hours earned may not be listed by time of printing.

Any additions or corrections to this form must be made in writing and mailed by December 31,
2008 to: MCLE Commission, Alabama State Bar, P. O. Box 671, Montgomery, AL 36101.

Changes of address should be reported promptly to ASB Membership Services.
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Angela Parks

Good, Better, Best
It has been just over eight weeks since I joined the bar and my time here so

far has been a whirlwind. I had to learn all the CLE rules. (As an attorney
admitted in Alabama for just three years, I only knew the rules that were nec-
essary to keep me in good standing: Twelve hours per year, including one of
ethics, all due by New Year’s Eve.)

After I learned all the rules, I had to learn all the exceptions. (Just like evidence.)
My conclusion: Way too complicated.
The Solution: Simplify. (Priceless.)
As a litigator for 18 years, and even in my personal life, I have developed the atti-

tude that I don’t want to know about anything I don’t actually need to know about.
So I have drafted a set of proposed revisions to the MCLE Rules, which the

MCLE Commission is now reviewing. The basic paradigm won’t change; you will
still be required to complete 12 hours per year, including one hour of ethics, by
New Year’s Eve. But the proposed new rules, if approved by the Bar Commission
and the court, will be simpler, more organized and easier to follow.

Of more immediate concern to you are the changes we have made to your
annual CLE transcripts. You should be receiving them soon, if you have not
already. From now on, each year, around the end of October, you will receive a
Preliminary CLE Status Report, just to let you know how you stand before
the end of the year. The simplified report will more closely reflect what you
see when you view your transcript online; it will list the CLE courses you have
taken through the end of the third quarter of the year (September 30). After
the list of courses, it will tell you very clearly whether or not you are already
CLE compliant. The Annual Status Report will be identical in format, but it
will not be sent to you until the end of January. It just didn’t seem to make
sense to send you a transcript prior to January 31 when program sponsors of
courses you may have taken as late as December 31 have 30 days to report
your attendance to us. So, your Annual Status Report will reflect all reported
courses that you have taken through December 31 and it, too, will tell you
very clearly whether or not you are CLE compliant. You will have 30 days to
notify us of any corrections that should be made to the report.

If you remain non-compliant after December 31, all of the old rules will still
apply and you will have to file and complete a Deficiency Plan, and pay the
required fees, before returning to good standing with the bar.

We hope the new status report formats will be easier for you to follow. If
you have any comments or suggestions about them, please send us an e-mail
at cle@alabar.org. We’ll be happy to hear from you. ▲▼▲
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