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CLE Corner

Anita Hamlett
MCLE director, Alabama State Bar

Iam a nerd–ask anyone who knows
me. I am a bonafide, undeniable
worry wart. Let’s face it: How many

normal people would lie awake at night
pondering life’s probing questions such
as whether “half the instruction” (as refer-
enced in MCLE regulation 4.1.14) was
meant to require more than 50 percent of
speakers to be from outside a sponsoring
firm or merely 50 percent of the substan-
tive lecture to be presented from out-
siders? Given to eternal optimism, I pre-
fer to label myself as a “conscientious-
minded” servant of the bar. Whatever
you call me, I begin to get sweaty palms,
waves of nausea and trouble taking deep
breaths as September 24th approaches.
Why September 24th? Because that is the
official day that the countdown for CLE
compliance begins with only 99 CLE days
left for you to get your credit before
December 31st, 2006.

While those of you who are less nerdy
(aka “con s c i en ti o u s”) and didn’t buy all
your Ch ri s tmas pre s ents in Ju ly are co u n t-
ing shopping days ’til Ch ri s tm a s , my staff
is spinning their wh eels thinking of t h e
504th new, c re a tive way to say that ethics is
“a l re a dy calculated in the overa ll gen era l

CLE credit hou rs and NOT TO BE A D D E D
BACK AS A D D I T I O NAL HOURS.”

In the spirit of trying to calm my panic
a t t acks and urge early com p l i a n ce (have
you noti ced a theme in these co lu m n s ? ) ,
our Web ad m i n i s ter, Amy Sh ell, has ad ded
a “CLE Co u n tdown” to our secti on of t h e
Web site , w w w. a l a ba r. o rg / cl e , to all ow yo u
to see ex act ly how mu ch time you have
( down to the very second) to com p l ete
your CLE credit before ye a r- en d .

As that day of fright approaches, it
might help to address some specific
issues that have arisen since the last arti-
cle was printed.

Question: Where can I
v i ew my carry- ove r
credit online?

We have had many inquiries about
online transcripts since the July column.
Thank you for this immediate feedback.
The most frequently asked question has
been , “Wh ere do I loc a te carry - over cred i t
on my online transcript?” Carry-over
credit is listed on your online transcript
directly above the field labeled “Credits.”

99 CLE Days Lef t
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If this carry-over does not appear to be
correct, please let us know as soon as you
discover any error so that we can correct
it immediately.

Question: In 2006, will
I get earlier notice of
my non-compliance?

Last year, we received requests for early
reminders of non-compliance. In
response to those requests, this year some
of you (hopefully, not many of you) will
receive a letter from our office in late
October or early November indicating
that our records do not reflect that you
have completed the required courses for
2006. You should not receive that letter if
you have taken your credits early. While
we would like to send golden watches to

all compliant individuals in October, the
budget just does not allow it; so we opted
to send early notices just to the folks who
might need a gentle reminder this year.

This let ter is being gen era ted this ye a r
s i m p ly as a co u rtesy to our mem bers
because of requests last year for earl i er
n o ti f i c a ti on of n on - com p l i a n ce . That let ter
wi ll not inclu de a reporting form or tra n-
s c ri pt . We hope it wi ll serve as a rem i n der
that you have until Decem ber 31st to com-
p l ete your requ i red CLE co u rs e s .

Question: Will I get a
w r i tten form again this
year? If so, when?

The co l ored - forms sys tem seem ed to
work well in 2005 and we intend to imple-
m ent a similar reporting sys tem for 2006.

It is our goal to send the rem i n ders to
n on - compliant attorn eys in October or
Novem ber, but to del ay sending tra n s c ri pt s
u n til late Decem ber. Th ere are many re a-
s ons for waiting until late Decem ber.

We estimate that at least 4,000 attor-
neys come into compliance in the month
of December. Sponsors have up to 30
days after a program to report atten-
dance. So it stands to reason that tran-
scripts mailed prior to the end of
December are certain to omit attendance
records for at least 4,000 people.

It is simply more efficient to send out
forms when as many courses are posted
on the transcripts as possible. It reduces
the number of non-compliant (pink)
forms that must be mailed and returned
to our office and it increases the accuracy
of all colored forms.
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While no change can occur without
some transition, I hope that our mem-
bers will come to appreciate the added
benefit of being able to view “live” tran-
scripts online and will learn to check
their transcript periodically and report
any errors to our office rather than wait-
ing for the snapshot of their transcript
that we will mail in late December.

Question: What if I get
a pink form this ye a r ?

We plan on mailing all forms by
December 31st, 2006. If you are among
the group of attorneys (hopefully an
ever-shrinking number) who receives a
non-compliant (pink) form, please view
and print your online transcript and com-
pare it to the one mailed to you.

Ch a n ces are the online tra n s c ri pt wi ll
h ave alre ady been updated (espec i a lly if
you com p l eted a co u rse in late Decem ber ) .
If s o, you can staple that online tra n s c ri pt
to the pink form to ref l ect your ti m ely
com p l i a n ce . Use of the online tra n s c ri pts is
the best step we can all take tow a rd ef f i-
c i ent processing of CLE report s .

Courses taken in January (yes, even
online courses completed at 2 a.m. on

January 1st) are not accepted for 2006
courses. Note that you will owe a fee of
$100 for late compliance if you do not
get all your CLE completed by December
31st, 2006, even if you write them on
your pink form.

Question: What if I
c a n ’t log in or if my
contact information is
i n c o r r e c t ?

If you can’t log in to check your tran-
script, first check your ASB number. It
should be four numbers followed by a
letter of the alphabet, two numbers and a
letter of the alphabet. We get many calls
when a zero has been entered for an “o”
or a one for an “I.”

If you still can’t log in or if you haven’t
provided the state bar with your e-mail
address, you should send an e-mail to
membership services at ms@alabar.org.

If you find that any “contact informa-
tion” is incorrect on your online tran-
script or your form mailed to you, you
should also e-mail that correct informa-
tion to ms@alabar.org.

I make light of the September 24th

deadline approaching, but not getting
your CLE is not something you can take
lightly. Despite our best efforts, we certify
attorneys every year for non-compliance.
We are here to serve you and are trying
to encourage you to get compliant now
(or else talk to you about CLE until you
are so sick of it that you get your hours
just to get us to leave you alone.) In
December, the volume of calls that we
receive is enormous and I am “conscien-
tious” enough to feel guilt-ridden that I
can’t answer your questions as quickly as
you would like at the end of the year. So,
keep sending us your questions now and
we will do our best to address them.

By the way, the MCLE Commission has
determined that it is over 50 percent of
the lecture time–not just number of fac-
ulty members, and in case you were plan-
ning for 2007, Christmas wrap can usual-
ly be found for half-price the day after
December 25th!

So, relax, get your CLE credits
now–and enjoy whatever holiday you cel-
ebrate this winter without the stress of
last-minute CLE compliance. If you need
a little encouragement from a nerd like
me, just check the countdown at
www.alabar.org/cle. ■

99
CLE Days

Left

176028.qxp  9/14/06  3:11 PM  Page 382


