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Othni J. Lathram

The Leadership Forum has been an invigorating
and eye-opening experience. What has been inspir-
ing about this program is that we have seen and
heard about the true progress being made in this
state. This progress is making great strides in edu-
cating our children, helping people rise out of pover-
ty and developing some of the world's most
advanced industries. This progress is a great hope
for our future as well as a call to each of us to par-
ticipate to ensure it continues.

Lara L. McCauley

| think the forum serves as a wonderful tool to
allow leaders throughout Alabama to form a net-
work. The forum has provided a way to have intelli-
gent conversations with other lawyers on how to
move our state forward. It has been a refreshing
experience to be around such a diverse group of
young lawyers who genuinely have one common
goal—the betterment and advancement of Alabama.

D. Scott Mitchell

Being part of the bar's Leadership Forum has
given me insight into many of the problems facing
Alabama as well as many of the opportunities we
have as a state. It also drove home the point that as
attorneys, if we so choose, we can have the great-
est impact on Alabama's future. Participation in the
Leadership Forum has been an invaluable asset to
me, and | hope the state bar will continue to grow
the program.

Christopher A. Mixon

The Leadership Forum is a tremendous asset to
the bar because it provides an opportunity for
lawyers from diverse backgrounds, practice areas
and parts of the state to get to know each other in-
depth and in a way that would not be possible oth-
erwise. Moreover, by exposing the participants to
issues facing the state at large and by encouraging
the participants to give back to the community, the
forum exemplifies the best tradition of the bar—
service in the public interest.

Val H. Plante

By participating in ASB Leadership Forum Class
V, | have established an invaluable netwaork of attor-
neys throughout the state with a common interest in
promoting servant leadership. The sessions provided
ideas on how to become a servant leader within my
legal practice and within my community, and these
sessions have inspired me to become a more active
participant in community and statewide efforts to
promote our state.

Erica L. Sheffield

The Leadership Forum provided the perfect
opportunity to learn about the progress our state
has made as well as the challenges that we still
face. We should take pride in the role that attorneys
have played in moving the state forward, but we
should not forget that there is still work to be done.
As attorneys, it is incumbent upon us to serve as
leaders and take an active role in overcoming
Alabama’s challenges.
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CLASS 5 GRADUATES

Joe Chandler Bailey, Il Lightfoot, Franklin & White LLC Birmingham
Maricia Bennekin-Woodham Equal Employment Opportunity Commission Birmingham
James Eric Brisendine Scruggs, Dodd & Dodd PA Fort Payne
Jimmy Spurlock Calton, Jr. Calton & Calton Eufaula
Paul Anthony Clark Balch & Bingham LLP Montgomery
Lisa M. Darnley Cooper Hand Arendall LLC Mobile
John Gibbs Dana Gordon, Dana, Still, Knight & Gilmore LLC Birmingham
Brandon Kent Falls District Attorney's Office Birmingham
Patrick Conor Finnegan Helmsing, Leach, Herlong, Newman & Rouse Mobile
Michael Aaron Fritz, Sr. Fritz & Hughes LLC Montgomery
Richard Mark Gaal McDowell, Knight, Roedder & Sledge LLC Mobile
Christopher Dean Glover Beasley, Allen, Crow, Methvin, Portis & Miles PC Montgomery
Othni James Lathram Alabama Law Institute Tuscaloosa
Lauryn Akens Lauderdale Lauderdale & Lauderdale PC Opelika
Erin Elizabeth May Infinity Insurance Company Birmingham
Lara Lynn McCauley W. Barry Alvis & Associates LLC Birmingham
Douglas Scott Mitchell Supreme Court of Alabama Montgomery
Christopher Allan Mixon Ogletree Deakins Birmingham
Emily Kay Niezer Knight Griffith McKenzie Knight & McLeroy LLP Cullman
Bentley Hines Patrick Attorney at Law Birmingham
Valerie Hose Plante Maynard Cooper & Gale PC Huntsville
Robert Emmett Poundstone, IV Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP Montgomery
Emily Hawk Raley Cusimano, Keener, Roberts, Knowles & Raley LLC Gadsden
Erica Lynn Sheffield Honda Manufacturing of Alabama Lincoln
Audrey L. Oswalt Strawbridge  Strawbridge, Strawbridge & Strawbridge LLC Vernon
Brian Paul Strength Attorney at Law Tuskegee
James Robert Turnipseed Burr & Forman LLP Mobile
Robert Hays Webb Turner, Webb & Roberts PC Tuscaloosa
Chad Edward Woodruff Attorney at Law Talladega



