
Alabama State Bar 
Elder Law Section 

 
 

Summary of Elder Law Section Meeting and News 
Alan Zeigler, Chair 
September 30, 2011 

 
For everyone who missed it, we had a great Elder Law Section meeting on Friday, September 30, in 
Gardendale.  Many thanks to everyone for their attendance and participation at the meeting.  Special 
thanks to Jodi McKelvin and Teresa Watson for the suggestion of the location and for handling 
planning and logistics for the meeting. 
 
John Craft provided an excellent presentation on the Uniform Power of Attorney Act for our CLE 
segment.  John's printed materials are attached here and will also be posted on the ELS Yahoo Group 
site for future reference.  This information is important to every member, so take advantage of these 
resources.  A question raised in the discussion about the origin, development and enactment of this 
legislation:  How could this legislation have been enacted largely without our knowledge and 
involvement as a section or as individual practitioners?  This is something our section should have been 
involved with, but it was driven by other constituencies and largely without our knowledge.  We should 
work to take a higher profile and more active role in legislative matters that impact our clients and the 
elder law bar in the future. 
 
Our section's financial situation continues to be solid with $17,996.81 in the section account.  
Membership is down somewhat.  Jodi McKelvin has taken extra steps to ensure that changes in the 
membership procedures made by ASB (email notices rather than mailed section membership forms) 
have not resulted in members forgetting to join the section.  (I have since the meeting touched base 
with Rita Gray at ASB and additional members have now responded—thanks, Jodi!)  If you login to the 
ASB site with your member ID and click your name, you can enroll and pay section dues by credit card 
or download a paper application for payment by check.  A great feature of the online enrollment and 
payment system is that if you have already paid your dues and belong to the section, the check box for 
Elder Law Section will not appear.  Log onto the ASB website and check you status if you are not sure. 
 
The section now has a Social Networking Committee to develop a strategy for using social networking 
resources both internally for our section members and as a service outreach to the public.  There are 
more and better communication tools available now than ever before, but we have to decide exactly 
how to exploit them to achieve our objectives.  The section has long had a Yahoo group (alaelderlaw).  
If you are not part of the the group, join the conversation by joining the group.  This is a great resource 
that is restricted to use by dues paying members of the section.  Our Social Networking Committee will 
be exploring new tools we may want to use such as Facebook, Twitter and  Google+.  Committee 
members in addition to myself are Steve Bailey, Chip Durham, John Holliman, Betty Shinn and Jodi 
McKelvin.  I intend to use Skype for some online conference calling to accomplish the work of this 
committee, so make sure to get your Skype software loaded and establish a Skype ID! 
 
I have attached a copy of the previously adopted Resolution of Enablement for our Litigation Support 
Committee.  This committee (John Harris, Chip Durham and section officers along with added 
members Jim Zeigler and Clayton Davis) has been granted the authority to administer a program in 
support of litigation on matters of general interest and application regarding Medicaid eligibility.  It 
was determined in a meeting of the committee following the section meeting that the following 



procedure will be followed. 
 

1. The committee will identify a panel of “experts” in Medicaid litigation to support the section 
generally in this effort.  Ideally, there will be an expert for each Medicaid district office.  
Initially, persons identified are Chip Durham, John Harris and Steve Bailey.  Interest from other 
members is solicited and will be appreciated. 

2. The committee will follow up and evaluate potential cases submitted by section membership.  
To submit a case for litigation support, provide the following: 

• Fact summary of the case 
• Description of issue of general interest & application 
• Identify pending dates and deadlines 
• Provide the rule cited for denial 
• Attach a copy (redacted) of the denial notice 
• Estimate a budget for litigation (if known) 

 
The committee has specifically identified Rule 560-X-25-.04 denials as an area of interest and general 
applicability.  If you have a .04 denial that would be a good use of section resources that cannot 
otherwise be funded, notify committee members via email, the Yahoo group or contact myself or other 
section officers.  Our section has made the commitment to support the litigation effort in appropriate 
cases, and the committee is prepared to move on the right cases.  We have the resources and see this 
effort as an absolute benefit to our members and to the disabled seniors of our state.    
 
Alan Zeigler, Chair 
Elder Law Section 
(205) 879-3535 
azeigler@zeiglerlawfirm.com 
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