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Wills for Heroes to help officers

By Paul Huggins
phuggins@decaturdaily.com
340-2395

Officer Ken Hamilton re-
moved some legal burdens from
his life Thursday and didn't
have to remove anything from
his wallet to pay for it.

He was one of 66 local police
officers, firefighters and other
emergency officials who took ad-
vantage of the inaugural Wills
for Heroes program adminis-
tered for free by local attorneys.

The program provides essen-
tial legal documents fres to first
responders, including wills, liv-
ing wills and powers of attar-
ney. By helping them plan now,
the program ensures first re-
sponders’ familys’ legal affairs
%lre in order bhefore a tragedy

its.

Hamilton atready had a will.
but he said he needed to set up
his living will and power of at-
torney He said he doesn't want
to become a burden on his fam-
ily in case he's injured in a way
that leaves him completely de-
pendent upcn medical devices
to live.

“The No. 1 thing is I don’t
want my wife to have to make
these difficult decisions during
a stressful time,” he said. “We
talked and prayed about it when
we weren't under any stress,
and now we don’t have to worry
about it.”

Considering the tight finan-
cial budgets constraining most
police officers, Hamilton also
said it was a big relief to save
his family the $500 these types
of legal services generally cost,

The American Bar Associa-

tion started the Wills for Heroes,
program after the Sept. 11 ter-
rorist attacks in 2001. The Ala-
bama Bar Asscciation adopted
the program last year and paid
for the computers, printers, soft-
ware and all the other costs as-
sociated with the program.
Aboul 350 Alabama lawyers
have helped more than 1,200
first responders since thern. -

Twenty-eight Morgan County
attorneys and some local secre-
taries and paralegals donated
their fime o prepare the legal
documents Thursday and Friday

Decatur  attorney  Phil
Mitchell said it was an easy de-
cision to volunteer because it
repays the men and women
who put their lives on the line
oVEryY Gay

The first responders repre-
sented 10 different police and

fire departments in Morgan
County,

Julia Smeds Roth, a Decatur
attorney who helped coordinate
the effort, said once word
spreads of how convenient and
helpfl Wills for Heroes is, she
expects she will have to organ-
ize another session.

“After Huntsville did it last
vear, they added another five-
day session,” she said.

Participants had to fill out a
guestionnaire about what their
needs were and then talked
with a lawyer, who prepared the
documents. After reviewing the
material on their own, the par-
ticipants reviewed it with an-
other attorney and then signed
the documents in front of two
wiinesses.

The entire process takes
about an hour, Roth said.



