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As a law student, my interest in criminal defense led me to 
Redden, Mills & Clark and an interview with Bill Clark. 
Less than five minutes into the meeting, I learned Bill was 

a lifelong Methodist, a Sunday School teacher and a West Point 
graduate. He'd served a tour of duty in Vietnam and spent a 
career in the Army Reserve. He liked me. I liked him, too. With his 
help, the firm hired me as their law clerk. Two years later, they 
offered me a job as an attorney.

Bill took me to court and put me to work on his cases--many 
of them complicated white collar crimes. He taught me things 
about which no law school class gave even a hint. He was the 
kindest man I know. And, he was aggravating.

When he asked for the law on an issue, I would read the 
latest cases, get a sense of how courts handled the matter 
and tell him what I found. More often than not, he would 
frown and say, "I remember seeing a case that said . . .  ." I 
spent hours combing through the Southern Reporter for ob-
scure decisions. If I protested, he would say, "You can't win a 
criminal case by cooperating with the State. If you cooper-
ate, your client is already on his way to prison. Read every 
case. Talk to every witness. Your client deserves your best."

He sent me to places in Birmingham the fire department 
wouldn't go. The boxes of documents that came with com-
plicated cases landed on my desk. "Read every page." I felt 
like a new recruit being put through the paces. More than 
once, though, I found the key witness only after a day-long 
search, or the document that exonerated our client at the 
bottom of the last box.

Bill had an intuitive knack for knowing people and a sense 
for trouble long before it arrived–a witness who didn't look 
quite right, a statement that just didn't fit or a single word 
in a police report that told him someone was lying. Often, 
it was his intuition that opened the cell door for his client. 
That same intuition opened a door for me.

As we returned to the office one afternoon, we began 
talking about John Grisham's latest book. I mentioned an 
interest in writing. He said, "You know, Grisham started 
writing while he was still practicing law. He did it by making 
a commitment to himself to write one page a day." My mind 
seized those words as if they were the keys to a new world. 
And they were. Since childhood, I had dreamed of writ-
ing novels but the task of producing 300 or 400 pages was 
intimidating and I never got very far. A page a day, though . . . .  
When I got home that night I gave it a try.

Not long after that, the tone of our relationship changed. 
He wanted me to take the next step, build my own practice, 
get my own cases. Intuition told him I needed a push. Finally 
I said, "If I have to build a practice, I'll do it on my own." So, I 
rented an office in the same building where Bill Clark began 
the practice of law 35 years ago.  And when I wasn't in court 
or tracking down my own witnesses, I was writing. Before 
long, it was far more than a page a day. 
--Joseph H. Hilley, Fairhope

(Joe Hilley now writes full-time. His first novel, Sober 
Justice, was released last year. His second, Double Take, will be 
released in September.)
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Bill Clark taught a young 
lawyer about the law, as 
well as lessons in life

Advanced Training in Domestic Violence Issues in Mediation:
Protecting the Safety of the Victim

Sponsored by the Alabama Center for Dispute Resolution
September 19-20, 2005, Birmingham Botanical Gardens

Elizabeth Manely, M.Ed., J.D., LMFT, trainer
Cost: $270, 13 hours CLE, including 1 hour ethics

Limited enrollment—Please call (404) 378-3238 to register

Former ASB President Gives, and Expects,  
Nothing Less 
than the Best
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LilliAnna Grace Kervin was born three months early 
and weighed two and a half pounds at birth. LilliAnna 
and her family, which includes parents Chris and Kim 

and siblings Katelyn and Matthew, have been named the 
2005 March of Dimes Ambassador family for Alabama. Kim 
Kervin is also a member of the Alabama State Bar, admitted 
in 1998.

After a long day in court, Kervin went into early labor. 
After failed attempts to stop the premature birth, LilliAnna 
was born at 28 weeks. The first 59 days of LilliAnna’s life 
were spent in the NICU at Baptist Hospital in Montgomery. 
It was 14 days before her parents could hold her for the 
first time, due to the nerve endings in her skin not being 
fully developed. She was small enough to fit in the palm of 
her mother’s hand.

Kervin, along with fellow attorneys Heather Dixon, Kelly 
Lee and Joy Booth, all members of the Women’s Section of 
the Autauga County Bar Association, held their first Pro-
gressive Dinner and raised $1,300 for the March of Dimes. 
In December 2004, the Women’s Section assisted with a 
“Breakfast with Santa” project which raised an additional 
$750 for the cause. When Kervin is not practicing law, she 
can be found speaking at area schools and luncheons about 
the escalating problem of premature births and the March 
of Dimes’ fight to find a cure.

LilliAnna is now four years old. Like every child, each year 
has been an important milestone. Kervin recently learned 
that a mile of dimes laid side by side equals $5,000. Over 
the course of the next year, LilliAnna will be raising money 
toward her goal of $25,000, representing five “mile” stone 
years of her life. She hopes to present the money to the 
March of Dimes before her fifth birthday.

To donate to this cause, please mail your contribution to 
LilliAnna’s Little Ones, c/o Kimberly Kervin, P.O. Box 680402, 
Prattville, Alabama 36068. All donations are tax deduct-
ible, and checks should be made payable to the “March of 
Dimes.”
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COMING SOON! 
The Alabama State Bar 
"Quality of Life" Survey

And we want to hear your thoughts! You 

will be receiving a short survey from the 

Alabama State Bar. Please be sure to take a 

moment to complete it and return it.

The information from this survey will be 

used to improve the services offered by 

the ASB and to shed light on the many 

challenges facing attorneys.

Sponsored by the Alabama State Bar Board 

of Bar Commissioners and the Quality 

of Life Committee, in conjunction with 

Blankenship and Seay Consulting Group

Prattville Attorney Uses Her 

Experience Outside of the 

Courtroom to Help Others

Kim Kervin and her family serve as the 
Alabama March of Dime Ambassadors to 
help prevent birth defects
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Addendum (USPS 013-915), the official 

newsletter of the Alabama State Bar, is 

published six times a year (December, 

February, April, June, August, October) by 

The Alabama Lawyer Board of Editors, P.O. 

Box 4156, Montgomery, AL 36101-4156. 

Contributions from members are welcomed 

and encouraged. Views expressed are those 

of the authors, not necessarily those of 

the board of editors, officers or board of 

bar commissioners of the Alabama State 

Bar. Subscriptions: ASB members receive 

Addendum as part of their annual dues pay-

ment; $15 of this goes to subscriptions 

for The Alabama Lawyer and Addendum. 

Copyright 2005. The Alabama State Bar. 

All rights reserved. Periodicals postage 

paid at Montgomery, AL. Postmaster: Send 

address changes to Addendum, P.O. Box 4156, 

Montgomery, AL 36101-4156.

Editor: 

Ashley Hamlett, Montgomery 

Associate Editor: 

Reta McKannan, Huntsville 

Managing Editor

Margaret L. Murphy, Montgomery 

Contributors:

Benjamin A. Hardy, Jr., Jacksonville

Joseph H. Hilley, Fairhope

Kimberly P. Kervin, Prattville

Juliana Taylor, Montgomery

Herbert T. Wright, Jr., Little Rock

Alabama Appleseed seeks an attorney, or other public affairs pro-
fessional, with at least two to three years of experience, who is 
interested in public interest, social justice advocacy in Alabama. 

The associate will work closely with and under the supervision of Ala-
bama Appleseed’s executive director on our current advocacy projects. 
The associate will be given direct responsibilities on Alabama Appleseed’s 
advocacy projects and on development of new advocacy projects. The 
associate will be required to travel, depending on the needs of the 
advocacy work, and must have own transportation (Alabama Appleseed 
will provide mileage reimbursement). Excellent computer, organizational 
and communication skills are a must. Legislative or government experi-
ence in Alabama also desirable. If the associate is an attorney, litigation 
experience is desirable, as well as an interest in and willingness to handle 
litigation matters. The associate, if an attorney, must be a member of the 
Alabama State Bar, or be willing to take the state bar exam at the first 
available opportunity.

It is preferred that applicant live in or near Montgomery, as the associ-
ate will be expected to work out of that office. The starting date for posi-
tion is July 1, 2005, but an earlier 
starting date is negotiable. Starting 
salary in the low $40,000s, plus an 
allowance for health insurance.

Send a cover letter and resume 
to John Pickens, executive director, 
Alabama Appleseed, P.O. Box 4864, 
Montgomery 36103-4864, or e-mail 
them to alaappleseed@bellsouth.
net. E-mail applications are initially 
preferred.

Alabama Appleseed is a non-
profit, non-partisan organization 
founded in 1999 to identify signifi-
cant needs in the State of Alabama, 
tackle their root causes and craft 
practical, lasting solutions through 
legal advocacy, community activism 
and policy expertise.

Alabama Appleseed 
Center for Law &  
Justice, Inc. 
Advocacy Staff 
Associate

Position Available
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