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Puppet Masters
Kermit and his Muppet 
friends would be so proud

Kermit has been singing for years about how it’s not 
easy being green, and now he has some students at 
Eastwood Middle School to back him up.

It’s not easy being green, or different, a lesson the 
students are taking to elementary schools in the region. 

Charles Davenport, 13, is part of a project at the 
school that not only teaches about Hispanic heritage, but 
goes way beyond, teaching students and others as well–
through puppets–that tolerance is more than just a word; 
it’s an everyday action.

With a grant from Teaching Tolerance, a division of The 
Southern Poverty Law Center, Eastwood’s foreign 
language department and the E! Husketeers puppeteers join 
together for the puppet production “Detras de la Cortina,” 
which is Spanish for “Behind the Curtain.”  The performance 
is highlighted by colorful music and maps of countries around 
the world from which Spanish speakers hail.

Based on knowledge gleaned from school-wide surveys, 
data collection and analysis, students wanted to educate oth-
ers about student immigration, diversity and tolerance, said 
Shannon Beard, sixth-grade counselor at the school who 
spearheads the puppet program. The foreign language students 
at the school wrote the script.

The E! Husketeers puppeteers perform to songs that in-
clude themes taught in Spanish class, said Nina Youngblood, 
Spanish teacher. Spanish students narrate the show in Spanish 
and English, which features songs that teach tolerance.  

“It’s Not Easy Being Green,” originally a Kermit the Frog song, 
is a favorite, as well as “Wonderful World,” made famous by 
Louis Armstrong.

And, the project doesn’t end with the performances.
 “We will conduct a post-performance survey that 

measures any change in attitudes toward those of a diverse 
culture,” Youngblood said. “The students enjoy it so much.  
It’s so important to teach our youth about diversity and 
tolerance, so they can be more understanding adults.”

E! Husketeers puppeteers have also begun building 
relationships with elementary students through a pen-pal 
extension of their performance which, down the road, will 
mature into a mentoring program as students transition to 
Eastwood Middle.

Youngblood has her Spanish students “adopt” a Spanish-
speaking student from one of Eastwood’s feeder elementary 
schools and correspond with them in Spanish.
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The following tips and contact information appeared  
in the October 2007 issue of the Retirement  
Systems of Alabama newsletter, The Advisor.  Check 

them out–they could help you protect your good name and 
preserve your sanity.

Reduce Telemarketing
Contact the National Do Not Call Registry at (888) 382-1222 

or go online at www.donotcall.gov. 
If called by a company you do business with, ask to be  

placed on its internal “Do Not Call List.”

Opt Out of Pre-Approved Credit Card Offers
Call (888) 5-OPT-OUT/(888) 567-8688 or opt out  

online at www.optoutprescreen.com. 

Receive Your Credit Report for Free Once a Year
Get a free copy of your credit report annually. The three 

credit bureaus are Equifax, Experian and TransUnion. Go to 
www.annualcreditreport.com where you can order reports 

Protect Your  
Financial Privacy
Privacy basics and  
opt-out strategies can  
also help you de-stress

directly or download the Annual Credit Report Request 
form. You can also call (877) 322-8228. For more information, 
see the Federal Trade Commission’s Facts for Consumers at 
www.ftc.gov/bcp/conline/pubs/credit/freereports.htm.   
Tip:  To monitor your credit reports year-round, get one 
report every four months.

Reduce Junk Mail
Write to the Mail Preference Service. Send a $1 check  

or money order. Include the name(s) and address of house-
hold members who do not want to receive junk mail, and 
instruct them to put you on the opt-out list. The address  
is Direct Marketing Association, Mail Preference Service,  
P.O. Box 643, Carmel NY 10512. Or, opt out online at  
www.dmaconsumers.org/cgi/offmailinglist. 

Abacus compiles a cooperative database of catalog and 
publishing companies’ customers. To opt out of that data-
base, write to Abacus, P.O. Box 1478, Broomfield CO 80038, 
or e-mail optout@abacus-us.com.

Puppet Masters

Beard encourages students to think of the puppets as an 
extension of themselves, and said that each year the puppets 
take on a new life and personality of their own, thanks to 
the student operating that puppet.

The puppets are passed down from older students to the 
sixth-graders, who then spend a year training before they 
perform. The puppeteer project is sponsored year-round by 
the Tuscaloosa County Bar Association, which, Beard 
said, is a lifesaver since each puppet costs about $100 dol-
lars–and that’s before clothes, accessories or “extra arms.” 
That and the help from the Southern Poverty Law Center 
make it all possible.

(Continued from page 1)

Youngblood said, “This is hands-on learning at its best. 
Who knows where this will lead?”
–Meredith Cummings, Pulse editor, The Tuscaloosa News 
(Article reprinted in part with permission)
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