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split into two sessions. The initial 
session featured alumni speakers 
who shared their life experiences 
in the form of brief "Ed Talks," 
named in honor of Patterson and 
his lasting impact on the program. 

Summit speakers included Ed 
Sledge, Judge Bess Creswell, 
Jenna Bedsole, Judge Pamela Hig­
gins, AAJ President-Elect Josh 
Hayes, Pooja Chawla, Bar Com­
missioner Emily Baggett, Bar 
Commissioner Brett King, Judge 
Craig Cargile, state bar General 
Counsel Roman Shaul, Judge Jim 
Hughey, Bar Commissioner Au­
drey Strawbridge, Judge Gray 
Borden, Holly Sawyer, Bar Com­
missioner John Brinkley, Jaffe 
Pickett, Judge Emily Marks, Wil­
son Green, Heather Fann, Ashley 
Peinhardt, Judge John England, 

� Judge Adrian Johnson, George 
! Newton, Starr Drum, Bar Com­
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missioner and former ASB Vice -= 
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President Diandra Debrosse and 

::; Rip Andrews. The LF Alumni Sec­
:'. tion thanks this outstanding group 
I 

f-

244 July 2019 

\ 
, 

of lawyers and judges for taking 
the time to share their stories. 

Following the "Ed Talks," 
alumni were separated into focus 
groups for discussions led by LF 
alumni facilitators Othni Lathram, 
Nathan Dickson and Adam Plant. 
Judge Shera Grant, Janine Smith 
and Adam Israel served as re­
porters for these sessions. The 
focus sessions resulted in multiple 
ideas that will be implemented in 
the near future, including creating 
an active LISTSERV for alumni, 
organizing regular regional socials 
and increasing involvement by 
alumni in future bar CLE pro­
grams. In addition, the "Ed Talks" 
were filmed and will be included 
in future LF promotional and 
marketing materials. 

Special thanks to LF alumni 
Cassandra Adams, Brandy Robert­
son, Andrew Nix, Chris Waller 
and Ashley Peinhardt, and state 
bar Director of Programs Ashley 
Penhale, Administrative Assistant 
to the Director of Programs 
Robyn Bernier and

LF Alumni Soo Seok Yang and Cassandra 

Adams 

Communications Co­ordinator 
Alex Edwards for their hard work 
in planning and executing the 
sessions. 

The future of the LF is bright. 
The 2019 summits resulted in an 
invigorated group of LF alumni, 
which in turn will result in an in­
vigorated program going forward. 
All bar members are encouraged to 
make plans to nominate qualified 
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candidates to be a part of LF Class 

15. Applications will be available

on the bar's website in the fall of

2019 for the 2020 Class. Those

lawyers whose last year of eligi­

bility fell within 2019 are invited 

to apply for the 2020 class. More 

information about the LF summits 

and excerpts from the "Ed Talks" 

will be presented at the state bar's 

Annual Meeting on Thursday at 

2:00p.m. .A. 

Now there is ONE PLACE to find 

a mediator for all your needs! 

Finding the right mediator doesn't have to be a 
shot in the dark. The Neutral Solution is a unique 

community of Alabama-based mediators, arbitrators and 
private judges, who provide affordable mediation 

solutions in a diverse range of specialty areas. 

Visit our website today to browse our Neutral 
Directory, or give us a call at 205.202.6608. 
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