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HOUSTON COUNTY STATE OF ALABAMA

: ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER |

- OnMarch 13, O.G the Mabama Supfemc Cﬁux‘t entered an admzmstmtwc order suspending most in-
_ person court proceedings through April 16, 2020. On March 135, 2020, a second administrative order was
. issued 1o madify or otherwise clanfy provisions of the March 13, 2020 order. Both orders are anached

hereto and will govern mpason court proceedings.
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»Ch;}d Suppm dockets&;aanngs

- Therefort ﬁxe feﬁcwmg are mspended e‘ffec!ﬁe Mar*h 16, 2020 thmugh April 16, 2020:

District Criminal dackas@canngs

 Small Claims docketshearingg

 Traffic dockets/hearings ~ : “ E
District Civil dociets:hezmgs e :

Jury Trials - |

_ Circuit Criminal dﬂcket&*‘hcamﬂs : .- uAx 3 ﬁ‘

 Circuit Civil docketahearings e
Domestic R;elanonsdockets’hwmgs - ‘: - Woodsll, Cletk

Juvenile dockets/hea

Emepuons %0 thei mm appea:ancc i:an mciude

» Proceedings necessary to protect the constitutional nghts of criminal defmdam;. :mluémg bmd-
 related matters and plea agreements for incarcerated individuals. i

- Initial appearance hearmgs {48/72 hour hearings) for adults and juveniles.

= Bond related matters fm’ aduh oft‘mdm to include mcazom for homi reéus:mm bxmd revocation,

setiing of bond,

. Protection from Abuse hearings. Altendces at these hearmg are limited to Complainant,

Complainant's attorney, Defendant, Defendant’s Attomey, Witnesses, and others deemed

~ necessary and preapproved by the judge.

-3 Emergenm child custody and protection matier to inchude cases filed by Dcpamnea! of Humaa
~ Resources. Attendees at these hearings are limited to Comp!ammt Complainant’s attorney,

_ Defendant, Defendant's Attorney, Witnesses, Guaré;an Ad L;:m and othcrs dcerxwd necessary

- andp!eappmwd by the judge.

| Alabama Cfuef Jnstxce

 Petitions for temporary mﬁnctwe rehef in uhzch thc Coun cannot h&adle via teiephane or
technologically o

Emergency protection ma!ters mw!vmg elderly or vulnerable person. Attendess at these

v heanna,s are limited to Complainant, Complainant's attomey, Defendant, Defendant’s Atiorney,

Vitnesses, Guardian Ad Litem, and others deemed necessary and preapprmed by the judge

'_ Pmceedmgs relaxeé tothe cown-x 9 pubhc health cmergenmes



The Centers for Disease Control has advised people to take precaution considering the COVID-19 virus
outbreak and has noted that the best way to prevent iliness is to avoid being exposed to this virus,
Therefore, effective immediately, the following person shall not enter the offices of the Houston County
Circuit Clerk, Juvenile Court Services, and courfrooms and oﬁices of I)mtnct and Circuit 5udgea located
m&uu the Houston County Courthouse:
= Persons who have traveled outside the United States within the past 14 days. -
*  Persons who reside or have had close contact with someone who has traveled omszéé the bmted i
. Sutesinthelast 14 days.
_* Persons who havc : n asked to seh»quaranmm by any éocwr hesgﬂal or huthh agem;\
-

- w:th COVID-I 9
= Persons thh umxpimﬂed fms:r, mugh or shonnm ﬂfhreazh

 If you meet these criteria and have bzxsm@s with the Houston County Circuit or District Com }fsu
: shm;sld pwoceed as fallaws o pmpcrly inform the court of your circumstance: v

. * Hfyouarcan atforpev and you are schcduicd m appx:ar e-ﬁic a motton anii ema:l zhe Judge s
 judicial assistant.
I yeu are rq;z:senied i:y an azmmcy cemact your attome\

;;44??-4354 -
, | e 334—6"?4’889
.mszm Judgal.en(; Ingram: 3146774890

:msmct ludge Bcnjammﬂ Lewis: 3346774857

. provides dmp Box le.:ated | ﬁ&e loby S the Hekiseon Contiy ke Tl pubhu. shouldsakecare

to m\d and fﬂilow xﬁ ms:mczzons prov;ded rcgardmg uaage of the dmp b-ax. Cam:ns with qucsﬁons are

RTed Dcmck. Presiding Todge
Tm cntxc!h ¥ udu’:ial Circuit E
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THE 20" JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER REGARDING PROTOCOL FOR COVID-19 VIRUS

The Centers for Disease Control has advised people to take precautions in light of the
COVID-19 virus outbreak and has noted that the best way to prevent illness is to
avoid being exposed to this virus. Therefore, effective immediately, the following
persons shall not enter the Houston County Courthouse or the Henry County
Courthouse:

+ Persons who have traveled outside the United States within the last 14 days.

« Persons who reside or have had close coutact with someone who has traveled
outside the United States within the last 14 days.

* Persons who have been asked to self-quarantine by any doctor, hospital or
health agency.

* Persons who have been diagnosed with, or have had contact with, anyone who
has been diagnosed with COVID-19.

+ Persons with unexplained fever, cough or shortness of breath.

Anyone attempting to enter in violation of these protocols will be denied entry by
Courthouse Security.

If you are unable to enter the courthouse because of the restrictions listed above
and you have a hearing or you are otherwise required to appear at the Houston
County Courthouse or Henry County Courthouse, you should proceed as follows:

- Ifyou are represented by an attorney, contact your attorney;

If you are not represented by an attorney, notify the clerk’s office or the
chambers of the judge before whom you are scheduled to appear. Confirm
your name, contact information and case name and number if you know it.
(You are reminded that it is generally held in Alabama that a party is under
a duty to follow the status of his case, whether he is represented by counsel
or acting pro se);

If you are an attorney and you are scheduled to appear in court, e-file a
notice and contact that judge’s chambers directly;

These restrictions are inte to be in place temporarily. Therefore, this Order is in
place through March 20, t will be renewed or modified as necessary. A copy of
this Order is to be prominen laced at each entrance of each Courthouse.

Done and Ordered this the 13 Day of March -
Sl =———FILED
R. Todd Derrick

Presiding Judge

MAR 13 U8
Carta Woodall, Clerk
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IN THE CIRCUIT AND DISTRICT COURT

HENRY COUNTY, STATE OF ALABAMA

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER

On March 13, 2020, the Alabama Supreme Court entered an administrative order sugpending
most ineperson court proceedings through April 16, 2020. On March 135, 2020, & second
administrative order was issued to modity or otherwise clarify provisions of the March 13,2020
order. Both orders are attached hercto and will govern in-person court praceedings.

Therefore, the following arc suspended eftective March 16, 2020 through April 16, 2020:
District Criminal dockets/hearings
Small Claims dockets/hearings
Traftic dockets/hearings

District Civil dockets/hearings

Jury Trials

Circuit Cririnal dockets/hearings
Circuit Civil dockets/hearings
Dowestic Relations dockets/hearings
Juvenile dockets/hearings

Child Support dockets/hearings

Exceptiors to the in-persont appearance ban include:

P'roceedings nccessary to protect the constitutional rights of criminal defendants, including bond-
related matters and plea agreements for incarcerated individuals.

Initial appearance hearings (48/72 hour hearings) for adults and juveniles,

Bond related matters for adult offonders to taclude motioas for bond reduction, bond revocation,
setting of bond.

Protection from Abuse hearings. Actendees at these hearing are limited to Complainan,
Complainant's attomey, Defendant, Delendant’s Attomey, Witnesses, and othees deemed
necessary and preapproved by the judge.

Emergency child custody and protection matter to include cases filed by Department of Human
Resources, Attendees at these hearings are limited to Complainant, Complainant’s attomey,
Detendan:, Defendant’s Attorney, Witnesscs, Gruardian Acl Litem, and others deemed necessary
and preappeoved by the judge,

Petitions for temporary injunctive relicf in which the Court cannot handle via telephone or
technologically

limergency protection matters involving elderly or vulnerahle potson. Attendees at these
hearings are limited to Complainant, Complainant’s attorney, Defendant, Defeadant’s Attorey,
Witnesses, Guardian Ad Litem, and others deemed necessury and preapproved by the judge
Proceedings related to the COVID-19 pubtic hoalth emergencies.

Emergency proceedings as needed by law enforcement and upproved by the Presiding Circuit
Judge.

Other exceptions as requested by the Presiding Circuit Judge and approved hy the State of
Alabama Chiet Justice,



The Centers for Hisease Control has advised people to take precaution considering the COVID-19 virus
outbreak and hus noted that the best way to prevent illness is (o avoid being exposed to this virus.
Theretore, etfective inmediately, the following person shall not enter the offices of the Henry County
Circuit Clerk, the offices of the District and Circuit Judges, or the District/Circuit Courtroom located
within the Henry County Courthouse:
®= Pcrsons who have traveled outside the United States within the past 14 days.
= Persons who reside or have had close contact with someone who has traveled outside the United
States in the last 14 days.
* Pemons who have been asked to seltquarantine by any doctor, hospital, or health agency.
= Persons who have been diagnosad with or have had contact with anyone who has been diagnosed
with COVID-19.
= Persoans with unexplained fover, cough or shortness of breath.

If you meet these criteria and have business with the Henry County Circuit or District Courts, you should
proceed as follows to properly inform the court of your circumstance:

* Ifyou are an attorney and you are scheduled to appear, e-file a motion and emai! the judge’s
judicial assistant.
If you are represented by an attorney, contact your attormney.

= If youarc not represented by an attorney, contact the office of the judgc hefore whom vou are
scheduled to appear:

District Judge Derek Peterson: 334-385-3269 5”/;!/

o
o Presiding Judge R. Todd Derrick: 334-677-4831

o Circuit Judge Larry K. Anderson: 334-671-8761

o Circuit Judge Henry D. “Butch” Binford: 334-677-4845
¢ Circuit Judge J. Kevin Moulton: 334-677-4854

¢ Circuit Judge M. John Steensland, HT: 334-677-4389

Personal contact with the Circuit Clerk's Office of Ilenry County will be limited. Citizens will be ablc to
drop off casc-rclated filings and payments in the form of cashicr’s check and money order in the pravided
drop box located outside of the Clerk’s Office. The pubtlic should take carc to read und follow all
instructions provided regarding usage of the drop box. Citizens with questions are directed to contact the
Henry County Circuit Clerk’s Office at 334-585-2753.

Done this the 16th day of March, 2020.

RIROD v

R. Todd Derrick, Presiding Judge
‘T'wentieth Judicial Circuit




