
PRESIDING JUDGE'S ORDER
SIXTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

STATE OF ALABAMA

STATE OF AIABAMA)
ETOWAH COUNTn

AiIENDED AOiTINISTRATIVE ORDER EFFECTIVE iIAY 1,2020

Due to the cunent state of tre COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic, the 16th Judicial

Circuit modifies its March 13, 2020 Amended Adrninistrative Order, as amended on March

16, 2020, as follows:

The April 3A, 2020 Administrative Order of the Supreme Court of Alabama,

attached hereto as Exhibit "A', is hereby RATIFIED and ADOPTED as the Order of this

Circuit as if fully set out herein.

Consistent with the April 30, 2020 Administrative Order of the Supreme Court of
Alabama and to lurther clarify matters that are suspended and the date said suspensions
will be lifled in this Circuit, the following Amended Administrative Order is hereby entered

to govern in-person court proceedings in the 16th Judicial Gircuit as follows:

AII civil and criminaliury trials remain suspended and no juror summons shall be

issued prior to July 1 ,2020.

The following non-iury dockets remain suspended through May 15, 2020, in lieu of
May 31 ,2020, as previously ordered by this Circuit:

r District Criminal Dockets
r District Civil Doc,kets
r Juvenile Dockets
r Traffic Dockets
r Small Claims Dockets
r Child SupporUDHR Dockets
r Circuit Criminal Dockets
I Circuit Civil Dockets
r Domestic Relations Dockets

The exceptions to the above dockets, other than jury trials, suspending in-person

court proceedings through May 15, 2020, continue to include:

I Initial appearanca hearings (48t72 hour hearings) for adults and juveniles

I Crimindl- defendant bond related matters and plea agreements for
incarcerated individuals

I Arraignments for incarcnrated individuals FILED
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r Preliminary hearings for incarcerated individuals
r Bench trials for incarcerated individuals
r Proceedings related to Protection from Abuse
r proceedin[s related to ernergenry protection mafters involving the elderly

or vulnerable Personsr proceedings related to emergency child custody and protection orders
r Departmeit of Human Res-ouroes emergency rnatters related to child

Protectionr irroceedings related to petitions for iniunctive relief
r Proceedings related to emergency mental health orders
r Proceedings direc.tly related to the COVID-19 public health emergency
r Any emergent prooeeding as needed by law enforcement
r Other exceptions as required by the Presiding Circuit Judge and approved

by the State of Alabama Chief Justice'

lf it is determined that an inaerson hearing is to be conducted in Court, the
judge presiding over same shall provide Judicial Building Securr$ (Etowah County

beputies) the name of the case, case number, and a list of all necessary parties,

attorneys, and witnesses who will be appearing. Under no circumstances willany
of the ioliowing individuals be allovrred to enter the William H. Rhea lll Judicial

Building:

r Percons who have traveled outside the United $tates within the past

14 days.
r Persohs wfro reside or have had close contact with someone who

has traveled outskle the United States within the last 14 days.
I Persons who have been asked to selfquarantine by any doc'tor,

hospital or health agency.
r Persons who have Oeen diagnosed with, or have had contact with,

anyone who has been diagnosed with COVID-19'
I Persons exhibiting any symptoms of illness.

Notwithstanding the excepted in-person hearings noted above, all attempts shall
be made to conducit Ure excepted in-percon hearings by the Ala0ourt Virtual
Hearing (,.Zoom") Application. This Court references the foltowing provision of the

Suprenie Court's tiariti 13, 2020 Administrative Order in support thereof:

"Judges are charged wilh the responsibility of ensuring that core

conslatutional func-tions and rights are protected. Additionally, court clerks
are charged with ensuring that court functions continue. Nevertheless, all
judges and court clerks are urged to limit in-person courtroom contact as

huctr as possible by ultlizing ivailable technologies, including electronic
fi ling, teleconferenci ng, and videoconferencing.'
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This Circuit will continue to include videoconferencing 
uZoom" hearings through

the AlaCourt secure virtual hearings application on alljail casee awaiting lttaltor pleas,

bond hearings, habeas petitions, etc. 
'This 

Circuit will also conduct videoconferencing

"Zoom" heari'ngs on all cases within the suspended dockets noted above at the request

of counsel or as set by the Court on a cassby-case basis. Since the suspension of

dockets on March 15, 2020, all Courts within this Circuil have been conducting

videoconferencing ("Zoom') hearings in cases where dockets have been suspended. The
Courts have also held in4erson hearings on excepted cases where videoconferencing

could not be held.

This April 30, 2020 Amended Administrative Order will be updated or vacated as

new information is disseminated.

DONE and ORDERED this 30s day of April,

Via email Distribution:
Hon. Tom Parker, Chief Justice
Hon. Rich Hobson, Administrative Director of Courts
Hon. Steve Marshall, Attrmey General
Etowah County Circuit Judges
Etowah County District Judges
Hon. Cass andra Johnson, Circuit Clerk
Hon. Jod Willoughby, Oistrict Aftorney
Hon. Jonathan Horton, Sheriff
Etowah County Bar Association
Etowah County State Probation Office
Etowah County Community Corrections
Etowah County Court Refenal ffice
Al! Municipal Court Clerks
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April 30, 2O2O

EDD(INf,SITRATTVE ONDER. NO. 5:
EXrEIIDTIG ONDERS E}ID DEADIJIT{SS CONCERNTNG TE SUSPETISION OT

rN-PEnSOrr PBOeEIDTUOS trEROUeH DIAY 15 , 2O2O

On April 28, 2020, Governor Kay Ivey announceci the
isstrance of the P5afer at llome Or:der" effective Apri.I 30,
2020, to remain in effect thr:ough 5:00 p,m. on May 15, 2020.

This Court hereby extends through May L5, 2020. the
state of emergency for the Judicial Branch of the State of
Alabama. All administrative orders issued by th.is Court anC
the Chief ilustice 1n .relation to 't,he COVID-1.9 pandemi.c are
lrereby extended and sha[ remain in effect througrh May 15,
2020, except as set fo.rth below.

Effect,ive May L, 2020, aII officials in ttre appellate
courts, cir:cuit courts, district courts, juvenlle courts,
muni.ci.pal courts, ancl probate courts are authorized 'Lo

prepare their offices and cr:urtrooms for in-pe(son court
proceedings and sfuall have ttre aufhority to d:i-rect non-
vulnerable enployees to appear at work ln person. Operat-i.ons
of the officialrs office must comply fully with the
liecomnendations and requlrements of the Safer at Home'Order
concerninq protections for employees and other indivj-dua1s.

To lirnit ln-person contactr trial courts should
continue to conduct hearings by teleConference ancl

vi.deoconf erence. The clerks of court shal-L a.lso continue to
use technology and other means bo limiE in-person conLact.
.JuIy LrLal.s shall remain suspended, and no juror suunmons

slral.l. be issuecl prtor tcl July 1, 2020.

A-1.1 deadl ines in the Court r s and the Chief Justice I s

actministrative orders that are set to expire on $p;.$t ,3Q.\
2O2O, are trereby ex[ended through May 15, 2020. f LLETI,)
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Parker, C. \T. , and Bolin, $haw,
Mendheim, SLewart, and Mitchellr JJ.,

I{itness my
2020.

hand and seal t.his

C1erk of Court
Supreme Court of Alabama

Wise, Bryan, Sellers,
concur.

Ehe 30th day of Apr11,

Ier
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