
STATE OF AI,ABAMA

ESCAMBIA COUNTY

) IN TI{E CIRCUIT AND DISTRJCT COURTS

) oF Trfi 21sr JUDICIAL CIRCUm OF AIABAMA

ADIVtrMSTRATIVE ORDER REGARDING COURT PROCEEDINGS
FORTIIE 2T.ST JUDICIAL CIRCT]IT

IN RE: COVID-l9 PAI\IDEMIC EMERGENCY RESPONSE

This matter coming on before the Court on the 15ft day of May, Z)20 based on the

Court's own motion; the Court having received and reviewed *ADMIMSTRATM ORDER

NO. 7: RESUMPTION OF IN-PERSON HEARINGS AUTHORIZED AFTER lt{AY 15,

2O20,AIYD CONTII\IUED SUSPENSION Or JURY TRIAIS UNTIL SEPTEMBER 14,

2020" on the 13th day of May, 2O2O from the Alabama Supreme Court (u copy of which is

attached to this Order); the authority granted to the Presiding Circuit Judge pursuant to Title 1.2,

Chapter L2, Section L0 and Title 12, Chapter 17, Section 71 of. the 1975 Code of Alabama, as

amended; the authority ganted to the Courts pursuant to Title 12, Chaptu 1, Sections 2 and 7 of

the 1975 Code of Alabama, as amended; the authority granted to the Courts pursuant toTitle 12,

Chapter L2, Sections L and 4 of the 1975 Code of Alabama, as amended; the need for the 21't

Judicial Circuit of Alabama court system to remain open subject to directives and/or guidelines

provided by the Alabama Supreme Court; the availability and use of virtual means between the

Escambia County Courthouse and the Escambia County Detention Center; the availability and

use of ZOOM video-conferencing platfomr; the Court having been made aware of the need to

adopt and implement safety measures neoessily for resuming in-person proceedings; and the

Presiding Judge having been granted authority to make decisions regarding the safety and

welfare of all court personnel in all courts within the circuit; the Court having taken judicial



knowledge of the March 13,?n2}Administrative Order and subsequent Orders from the

Alabama Supreme Court dated March L6,2O2O,March l8,z}z},March 24,?n2O, Nri2,2020

and April 30,20?n and upon consideration thereot the Court finds as follows:

L The President of the United States declared a national emergetrcy and the

Governor of Alabama declared a state or emergency for the State of Alabama

amid the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (*COVID-l9") pandemic, the Supreme Court

of Alabama, pursuant to the authority vested in it under Article VI, $$ L39,l4O

and L50, Ala. Const. L901, declared a state of emergency for the entire Judicial

Branch of the State of Alabama.

U. Thereafter, on May 8,z}}O,Governor Kay Ivey announced the alnendment of the

"Safer at Home Order," effective May 11, 2020.

m. \Vhile the Supreme Court of Alabama has extended the state of emergency for the

Judicial Branch of the State of Alabama by Order dated May 13,?.02O,the

Supreme Court of Alabama has now authorized the Presiding Circuit Judge of

each circuit and subject to the provisions outlined by the Supreme Court, to

recommence in-person hearings in their respective judicial circuit.

Based upon the foregoing, it is, therefore, CONSIDERED and ORDERED itr the 2l$

Judicial Circuit of Alabama as follows:

L. All parties should maintain 6-foot social distancing from others in the courtroom'

2. H available, hand sanitizer should be used.

3. When possible, courts and parties are encouraged to continue to utilize virtual
hearinp.

4. Masks are encouraged.

5. When necessary, staggered dockets shall be implemented.



This the 15th day of.May,?fi10.



IN THE SUPR${E COURT OF AIrAB;Al'tA

IN RE; COVID - 19 PAIIDEMIC EMERGENCY RESPONSE

t{AY 13 , 2O2O

ADUINISIRATI\TE ORDER NO. 7:
RESI'MPTION OE' IN-PERSON ETARINGS AUTHORIZED AFTER MAY 15,

2020, AIID CONTTNITED SUSPENSTON OF ,.IURY TRrAr,S t NTrL
SEPTEMBER 14, 2020

On May 8, 202A, Governor Kay fvey announced the
amendment of the "Safe:: at Home Order, " effective May 11,
2024.

This Court hereby extends the state of emergency for
the Judicial Branch of the State of Alabama penciing further
order. A:i I aciministrative orders issued by this Court in
relation to the COVID-19 pandemic, except for Administrative
Order No. 3 pertaining to briefinq and filing deadlines, are
hereby extended and strall remain in effect., except as set
forth below.

Subject to the approval of the Presidiag Circuil Judge
of each circuit and subject to the prcvisions of this order,
in-person hearings in t-he circuit courts, distrlct courts,
juven:1e courts, municipal courts, and probate courts are
auLnorized to recommence aiter May 15, 2020.

Fcr the purposes of deter:mining whether to recommence
in-person court hearings, the Presiding Circuit Judge is
granted autnority to make decisions regarding the safety and
weffare of a]1 ccurt personnel in all courts within the
c:rcuit. The Presiding Circuit Judge is speclfically
authori zed to ad,cpt procedures t,haL, in hi s or her
discretion, wili irnplement the recormendations and
requirements of the "Safer at Home Order" so as to protect
court employees and other inclividuais accessing aIl cou::ts
within the circuit. In making such det-errn:-nations and before
adopting any order or procedures, t-he Presiding Circuit
Judge stroul,d consult with cther judges in the circult, the
Chairman of the County Commissicn(s), the Circuit C1erk(s),
the Sheriff (s) , the District Attorneyr dnd the Pubtic
Defender in counties or circuits having a full*time public
defender.



Presidinq Cir:cuit Judges are ar:thorized to extend the
restr:.ct j-on o.f in-per.son court proceeciings in any court
beyond May 15, 2020, pro.rided that a wr j-tten order is
enterei and forwarded to rhe Ch:.ef Justice anci provj.tJed that
ttre order does not extend beyond August 15, 2020.

Jury trials shaii remain suspended untii September i.4,
2020.

Parker, C. J. , and Bol i-n, Shaw, Wise, Bryan, Se11e::s,
Mendheim, Stewart, and Mit-chelI, JJ., concur.

Witness my hand and seal
2020.

this the 13th day of May,

Clerk of Court
Supreme Court of Alabama


