
STATE OF ALABAMA )

TALLADEGA COUNTY )

IN THE CIRCUIT AND DISTRICT COURTS OF THE

29TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF ALABAMA

=
- ApM|NISTRAT|VE ORpER REGARp|NG COURT PROCEEp|NGS
{ IOR THE 29TH JUDICIAT CIRCUIT

-:T - IN RE: COVID-I9 PANDEMIC EMERGENCY RESPONSE

;

;: This motter coming on before the Court on the l4tn dqy of Moy, 2020 bosed

on the Court's own motion; the Court hoving received ond reviewed

"ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 7: RESUMPTION OF lN-PERSON HEARINGS

AUTHORIZED AFTER MAY 15,202A, AND CONTINUED SUSPENSION OF JURY TRIATS

UNTIT SEPTEMBER 14, 2020" on the l3tn doy of Moy, 2020 from lhe Alobomo

Supreme Court (o copy of which is ottoched to this Order); the outhority gronted

to the Presiding Circuit Judge pursuont to Tiile 12, Chopter 12, Section l0 ond Title

12, Chopler 17, Section 24 ol the 1975 Code of Alobomq, qs omended; the

outhority gronted to the Courts pursuont to Title 12, Chopter '1, Sections 2 qnd 7 of

the l975Code of Alobomo, os omended; the outhoritygronted to the Courls

pursuont to Title 12, Chopter 12, Sections I ond 4 of the 1975 Code of Alobamo,

os omended; the need for the 29tn Judiciol Circuit of Alobomo court system to

remoin open subject lo directives ond/or guidelines provided by the Alobomo

Supreme Court; the ovoilqbility ond use of closed-circuit television between the

Tollodego County Judiciql Building ond the Tollodego County Joil; the ovoilobility

ond use of ZOOM video-conferencing plotform; the Couri hoving reviewed the



previously odopted 2020 Consolidoted Court Colendor Court in consultotion with

Judges Hollingsworih, Fonnin ond Rumsey; the Court hoving consulted ond met

with Judges Hollingsworth, Fonnin, Rumsey ond their stoff, the Sheriff ond

odministrotive stoff, District Attorney, Clerk of Court, ond County Administrotor to

odopt ond implement sofety meosures necessory for resuming in-person

proceedings; ond the Presiding Judge hoving been gronted outhority to moke

decisions regording the sofety qnd welfore of oll courf personnelin ollcourts within

the circuit; the Court hoving token judiciol knowledge of lhe Mqrch 13,2020

Administrotive Order ond subsequent Orders from the Alobomo Supreme Court

doted Morch 16,2A20, Morch 18,2020, Morch 24,2A20, April 2,2020 ond April 30,

2020 ond upon considerotion thereof, the Court finds os follows:

t. The President of the United Stotes declored o notionol emergency

ond the Governor of Alobomo declored q stote of emergency for

the Stote of Alobqmo omid the Coronovirus Diseose 20.l9 ("COVID-

19") pondemic, the Supreme Court of Alobomq, pursuont to the

outhority vested in it under Arlicle Vl, SS 139, 
.l40 ond '150, Alo.

Const. 190,|, declored o stqte of emergency for the entire Judiciol

Bronch of the Stote of Alobomo.

Thereofter, on Moy 8,2O2O, Governor Koy lvey onnounced the

qmendment of the "Sofer of Home Order," effective Moy 1 1, 2020.

il.



While the Supreme Court of Alobomo hos extended the stote of

emergency for the Judiciol Bronch of the Stote of Alobomo by

Order doted Moy 13,2020, the Supreme Court of Alcrbomo hos now

outhorized the Presiding Circuit Judge of eoch circuit ond subject io

the provisions outlined by the Supreme Court, to recommence in-

person heorings in iheir respective judiciol circuit.

Prior to this Court entering this stonding order, the Court hos

corefully reviewed the Moy 13,2A2O "ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 7:

EXTENDING ORDERS AND DEADLINES CONCERNING THE SUSPENSION

OF IN-PERSON PROCEEDINGS THROUGH MAY 15,2A20" from the

Alobomo Supreme Court which stotes in pertinent port qs follows:

"Subjecf fo fhe approval of fhe Presiding Circvit Judge of eoch circuit qnd

suby'ecf fo lhe provisions of fhis order, in-person heorings in fhe circuit courfs,

dishict courfs, juvenile courfs, municipal courls and probofe courfs ore oufhortzed

to recommence ofier Moy 15, 2A2A.

For fhe purpose of defermining whether fo recommence in-person

heorings, fhe Presiding Judge is gronfed oulhority fo moke decisions regording

fhe sofefy qnd welfare of all courl personnel in oll courfs within the circuit. The

Presiding Circuil Judge is specifrcally duthorized to adopt procedvres fhol ln his

or her discrefion, wlll implemenf fhe recommendofions ond requiremenfs of fhe

'Sofer al Home Order" so os fo profecl court employees qnd other individuols

ilt.
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occessing oll couds wilhin the circuil. In moking such deferminofions ond before

adopting ony order or procedures, fhe Presiding Judge should consulf with olher

judges ln the circuit, the Chairman of fhe County Commission(s), the Circuit

Clerk(s), fhe Sheriff(s), fhe Disfrict Attorney, ond fhe Public Defender in counfies or

circuils hovlng q full-time public defender"... Jury frfols sholl remoln suspended

unfil Sepfember 14, 2020."

Bosed upon the foregoing, it is, therefore, CONSIDERED ond ORDERED in the

29tn Judiciol Circuit of Alobomo os follows:

t. Effective os of the dote of this Order, oll criminol initiql oppeoronces

sholl remoin held vio closed-circuit television on eoch Mondoy,

Wednesdoy ond Fridoy of l0:30 o.m. Soid initiol oppeorqnces sholl

be conducted by the "Duly Judge" os previously ossigned by the

Presiding Circuit Court Judge.

The Tqllodego County Grond Jury scheduled for June, 202a is hereby

concelled ond willbe rescheduled ol o loler dole by seporote Order

of the Court.

The August 2020 iury triol term is concelled ond the Courl does

hereby set o jury triol term for September 2A20 to commence on

Mondoy, September 14, 2020 of 8:30 o.m. The jury triol terms for

October,2020 ond December,2A2A remoin os scheduled.

2.
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4. All counsel of record for ony pending civil or criminol cose currently

pending in the 29t' Judiciol Circuit of Alobomo sholl moinloin o

ZOOM (video-conferencinq plotform) occouni ond mointoin current

contoct informotion with the judiciol ossistonts for qlljudges in the 29m

Judiciol Circuit.

All courhooms will odhere to mqximum copocily limitqlions

estqblished by lhe Presiding Judge qnd enforced by the Sheriff. All

judges hove been encouroged to use stoggered dockel times. All

efforls will be used io consolidole the use of lorger courlrooms by oll

judges.

Relotive to the office of Presiding Circuit Court Judge Chod E.

Woodruff:

o. The Moy 21,2020 PLEA DOCKET for qll lncorcerqied

Defendonts remoins set to commence Mov 21. 2020 of 9:00 q.m.

ALL COUNSEL FOR INCARCERATED DEFENDANTS WILL BE NOTIFIED

WITH FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS IF SAID PLEA DOCKET WILL BE

CONDUCTED VIA CLOSED CIRCUIT TELEVISION AND/OR PROVIDED

A DESIGNATED TIME FOR YOUR COURT APPEARANCE. The PIEA

DOCKET for oll Defendcrnts thot qre NOT INCARCERATED will be

conducted os scheduled ond in-person commencing Moy 21,

2020 qt l:30 p.m. BECAUSE OF THE VOLUME OF CASES ON SAID

5.
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DOCKET, ALL COUNSEL FOR DEFENDANTS NOT INCARCERATED MAY

BE PROVIDED A DESIGNATED TIME FOR YOUR COURT APPEARANCE.

b. The Moy 28,2020 Probolion Revocotion Docket of 9:00 o.m.

will be conducted os scheduled ond in-person unless otherwise

ordered by this Court.

c. The Anoignment Docket for oll Defendonts thqt qre NOT

INCARCERATED will be conducted os scheduled ond in-person

commencing Moy 2?. 2020 qt 9:00 o.m. BECAUSE OF THE VOLUME

OF CASES ON SAID DOCKET, ALL COUNSEL FOR DEFENDANTS

APPEARING ON THE MAY 2?,2020 ARRAIGNMENT DOCKET MAY BE

PROVIDED A DESIGNATED TIME FOR YOUR COURT APPEARANCE.

Any lncorcerqted Defendqnls not previously oroigned on April 21,

2020 will olso be onoigned on Moy 29,2020.

d. The June 3,2A2O Sentenclng Docket of 9:00 o.m. will be

conducted os scheduled ond in-person unless otherwise ordered

by this Court. BECAUSE OF THE VOLUME OF CASES ON SAID

DOCKET, ALL COUNSEL FOR DEFENDANTS APPEARING ON THE JUNE

3,2020 SENTENCING DOCKET MAY BE PROVIDED A DESIGNATED

TIME FOR YOUR COURT APPEARANCE.



7.

e. The YouthfulOffender Rulings ond Youlhful Offender

Sentencing will be conducted os scheduled ond in-person

commencing June 9,2020 ol l:30 p.m.

f. The Court will continue to further use the ZOOM video-

conference plotform for civil coses pending before the Court on o

cose-by-cose bosis. The Court will continue to further use closed-

circuit television for criminol coses pending before the Court on o

cose-by-cose bosis.

All porlies ond counsel of record with coses pendino before

Tollodeqo County Judqes Hollingsworth, Fqnnln ond Rumsev should

be notified of oll court oppeoronces bv Seporole Order qnd/or

nolificotion from lhe respective Courl.

Nothing in this Order sholl prohibit ony Circuit Court Judge or District

Court Judge from conducting ony court proceeding by telephone,

video, teleconferenclng, or other meqns thot do not involve in-

person contoct. This Order does not offect courts' considerotion of

motters thot con be resolved without in-person proceedings.

The Presiding Circuit Judge hos monitored ond will continue to

monitor oll heolth motters thot impoct the 29t,Judiciol Circuit. Sofefu

meqsures, includinq bul nol limiled to, the use of non-touch

8.
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lhermomelers, foce mosks. 6-fool sociol dislqncino enforcement,

courtroom copocifu limltotions, ond doilvdisinfecling meosures hove

been lhorouohly discussed over lhe lost severolweeks ond will be in

plqce of the Tollodeqo Countu Judiciol Building effeclive Mondoy,

Mqy 18, 2020. All persons enterins the Judiciql Building will be

screened ond provided q mosk (if qdmltted entry). ln oddltion. there

will be desiqnoted seqtino qreqs in eqch courhoom ond floor

morkinqs lhrouohout thg Judiciql Buildinq to mqinloin sociol

distoncing to occess oll courtrooms ond offices.

10. Thot o copy of this Order be forworded to oll Circuit Court Judges, oll

District Court Judges, District Attorney Steve Giddens, Sheriff Jimmy

Kilgore, Tollodego County Circuit Clerk Brion York, Tollodego County

Sheriff's Deportment Chief Deputy Clerk Jqnet Goither, Tollodego

County Jqil Administrotor Sheq Brown, Tollodego County Bqr

President Simone Horn, Tollodego Counly Bor Commissioner Solly

Bowers, Tollodego County Administrotor Pot Lyle, ond the

Administrotive Office of Courts, 300 Dexier Avenue, Montgomery, AL

36r 04.

This the I4tn doy of Moy, 2A20.

/s/Chod E. Woodruff
CHAD E. WOODRUFF
PRESIDING CIRCUIT JUDGE



IN TEE SUPRE&{E COURT OF AI,EB:BS{A
I3{ RE: COVID - 19 PA}IDEMIC EMERGENCY RESpOt{gE

ueY 13, 2020

ADMINISTRITTIVE ORDER NO. 7 :
RESI,MPjIION OT IN-PERSON EEJBRINGS XLITTEORIZED AHTER Tk*rY 15,

2024, ABED COIITTNUED SUSPENSTON OF firRv TRTATS UBqEr&
SEpTEMBER L4, 2A2A

On May 8, 2420, Governor Kay Ivey announced the
amendment of the "Safer at Home Order," effective May !1,
2020.

This Court hereby extends the state of emergency for
the Judicial Branch of the State of Alabama pending further
order. All administrative orders issued by this Court in
relation to the COVID-19 pandemic, except for Administrative
Order No. 3 pertaining to briefing and flling deadlines, are
hereby extended and shall remain in effect, except as set
forth below.

Subject to the approval of t.he Presiding Circuit Judge
of each circuit. and subject to the provisions of this order,
in*person hearings in the cireuit courts, district courts,
juvenile courts, municipal courts, and probate courts are
authorized to recommence after May 15, 2024.

For the purposes of determining whet,her to recommence
in-person court hearings, the Presiding Circuit Judge is
granted authority to make decisions regardinq the safety and
welfare of all court personnel in all courts within the
circuit. The Presiding Circuit Judge is specifically
authorized to adopt procedures that, in his or her
discretion, will implement t,he recomrnendations and
requirements of the "Safer at Home Order" so as to protect
court employees and other individuals accessing all courts
within the circuit. In making such determinations and before
adopting any order or procedures, the Presiding Circuit
Judge should eonsult with other judges in the circuit, the
Chairman of t.he County Commission(s), the Circuit Clerk(s),
the Sheriff (s), the District Attorney, and the Public
Defender in counties or circuits havi-ng a full-time public
defender.



Presiding Circuit Judges are authorized to extend the
restriction of in-person court proceedings in any court
beyond May 15, 202A, provided that a written order is
entered and forwarded to the Chief Justice and provided that
the order does not extend beyond August 15, 2AZA.

Jury trials sha1l remain suspended until September L4,
2420.

Parker, C.J., and Bolin, Shaw, Wise, Bryan, Sellers,
Mendheim, Stewart, and Mitchell, JJ., concur.

Witness my hand and seal
2020.

this the l-3th day of May,

Clerk of Court
Supreme Court of Alabama


