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Local & Experienced

WHEN YOU'RE INSURED WITH AIM,
YOU KNOW WHO IS ON YOUR TEAM.

 

Formed out of the Alabama State
Bar, AIM’s mission is to provide
unparalleled customer service,
unmatched claims defense, and
high-quality legal malpractice
insurance to lawyers in Alabama,
Georgia, and Tennessee.

 Get a Quote Today: 205.980.0009
info@attorneysinsurancemutual.com
www.attorneysinsurancemutual.com

KNOW WHO MANAGES YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY.



Welcome to The Grand Hotel in P‌oint Clear, Alabama! We are so glad you are here for the Alabama State Bar’s Annual
Meeting. This beautiful setting continues to be a favorite gathering place for our members and families, offering a‌
wonderful opportunity to connect, learn, and enjoy time together. 

Our Alabama State Bar staff and leadership have worked hard to create a week‌
filled with meaningful programming, engaging events, and opportunities to relax‌
and recharge. We hope you will take full advantage of all the meeting has to offer,‌
from outstanding speakers and CLE sessions, to fellowship with colleagues and‌
friends. 

As I conclude my term as President of the Alabama State Bar, I am deeply grateful for‌
the opportunity to serve our members and this profession. It has been a privilege to‌
work alongside dedicated lawyers, judges, and Bar leaders from across our state, and‌
I am proud of all we have accomplished together over the past year. 

Thank you for joining us this week. I hope your time in Point Clear is both enjoyable‌
and rewarding. 

2025-2026 ASB President 
Frederick G. Helmsing, Jr. 

TO THE 149TH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE ALABAMA STATE BAR! 
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LOST? HAVE A QUESTION, COMMENT, OR SUGGESTION?‌  
LOOK FOR A BAR STAFF MEMBER WEARING THESE COLORED T-SHIRTS! 

THURS. WED. FRI. 
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NOON – 6:30 P.M. 
ANNUAL MEETING REGISTRATION/CHECK-IN 
B‌allroom Foyer 
Refreshments sponsored by Jinks Crow, P.C. 

12:45 P.M.‌
ANNUAL MEETING WELCOME‌
Azalea Ballroom‌
Speakers: Chief Justice Sarah Stewart, President Fred
Helmsing, and Executive Director Terri Lovell 

1:00 P.M. – 1:50 P.M.‌
PERF‌ECTING YOUR MEDIATION SKILLS‌
(1.0‌  ‌hour MCLE credit)‌
Azalea Ballroom‌
Panelists: Phil Adams, Lee Copeland, and Bruce‌
Rogers‌
H‌ear three of Alabama’s top mediators with over 100‌
years of collective experience give practical tips that‌
will help you perfect your mediation skills. The focus‌
will be on what you must do and what you should‌
never do in all mediations.‌
Sponsored by the Alabama Center for Dispute Resolution and‌
the Dispute Resolution Section 

2:00 P.M. – 2:50 P.M.‌
WH‌AT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT FEDERAL‌
EMPLOYMENT LAW‌
(1.0 hour MCLE credit)‌
Azalea Ballroom‌
Spe‌akers: Yvonne Maddalena and Teri Mastando‌
This course will provide an overview of the laws that
apply in Alabama, including issues relating to
harassment, discrimination, and employee
compensation. The discussion will address the topics
from both the plaintiff and defense perspectives. 
Sponsored by the Labor and Employment Law Section

2:30 P.M. – 4:30 P.M.‌
BOARD OF BAR COMMISSIONERS MEETING‌
Lagoon Roo‌m – Main Building 

3:00 P.M. – 3:50 P.M.‌
C‌ELEBRITY DUI‌
(1.0 hour MCLE credit)‌
Az‌alea Ballroom‌
Speaker: George Flowers‌
This CLE will provide a practical update on the current‌
state of DUI law in Alabama. Attendees will receive an‌
overview of recent legal developments, statutory‌
changes, and noteworthy case law impacting DUI‌
enforcement and defense. After the update, the‌
session will shift to a focused format using high-‌
profile celebrity DUI cases to illustrate real-world legal‌
issues, strategic considerations, and potential‌
applications had these cases happened in Alabama.‌
This combination of doctrinal review and practical‌
analysis is designed to enhance both legal knowledge‌
and trial readiness in DUI matters.
Sponsored by the Solo & Small Firm Section 

4:00 P.M. – 4:50 P.M.‌
BANKRUPTCY: WE D‌ON’T BITE‌ ‌
(1.0 hour MCLE credit)‌
Azalea Ballroom‌
Speaker: Audrey Willis‌
You just found out that your personal injury client has a‌
pending bankruptcy case.‌  ‌Now what?‌  ‌If you’ve ever‌
stared at a settlement check and wondered whether‌
cashing it will land you in contempt of court that you’re‌
not even litigating in, then this CLE is for you. Designed‌
specifically for non-bankruptcy attorneys, this‌
program will walk you through exactly what you need‌
to know when your client is also a bankruptcy debtor. ‌
We will discuss how to properly handle your client’s‌
claim as an asset of the bankruptcy estate, what to file‌
in the bankruptcy court, why you should run a PACER‌
search before disbursing any settlement funds, and‌
what happens to you and your fee if you don’t do‌
these things.‌  
Sponsored by the Bankruptcy and Commercial Law Section 
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Learn more
and sign
up here:

NEED MORE CLIENTS?
Join the ASB Lawyer Referral Service!

Why join?
Expand your client base
Benefit from our marketing efforts
Improve your bottom line

Overview of the Program
Referrals in all 67 counties
Annual fee of $100
Maximum percentage fee of 5%
on attorney fees collected
between $1,000 and $6,000
Professional liability insurance
required for participation

LRS@alabar.org

6:30 P.M. – 8:30 P.M.‌
OPENING NIGHT RECEPTION‌ ‌
North Ballroom‌
Join us as we kick off our Annual Meeting with dinner
and dancing, featuring music by Patrick Cross.‌
Sponsored by Alabama Law Foundation, Trustmark, and Veritext
Legal Solutions 

5:00 P.M. – 6:30 P.M.‌
LEADERSHIP FORUM ALUMNI RECEPTION‌
Sky Lounge (Main Hotel Building)‌
Sponsored by the Leadership Forum Alumni Section and‌
Alabama Law Foundation 
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7:00 A.M. – 8:00 A.M.‌
“FRIENDS OF BILL W.” MEETING‌
M‌agnolia 1 

7:30 A.M. – 8:30 A.M. 
CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST AND COFFEE BAR 
B‌ayside Patio 
Sponsored by Alliance Insurance Group and Rogers, Bowling &‌
McReynolds, P.C. 

7:30 A.M. – 8:30 A.M. 
PAST PRESIDENTS’ BREAKFAST‌  
OPEN ONLY TO ALABAMA STATE BAR PRESIDENTS 
C‌ard Room 

7:30 A.M. – 5:30 P.M.‌
ANNUAL MEETING REGISTRATION/CHECK-IN‌
B‌allroom Foyer 

8:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M. 
LEGAL EXPO 
S‌outh Ballroom 
Meet vendors serving the legal community and have‌
your expo card signed for a chance to win prizes! 
NOTE: The Legal Expo is intended for registered lawyer
attendees and their office administrative staff. We regret that‌
children unaccompanied by a parent cannot be admitted. 

8:00 A.M. – 8:50 A.M.‌
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS:
UPDATES AND PRACTICE TIPS‌
(1.0 hour MCLE credit)‌
M‌agnolia Ballroom‌
Panelists: Julie Gresham, Lanc‌e Lucey,‌
Michael Mutek, and Michael Rich‌
Moderators: Chris Lockwood and Rich Raleigh‌
This practical panel discussion is designed for‌
attorneys who advise on government contracting,‌
including private practitioners, in-house counsel,‌
government lawyers, and counsel representing‌
companies that pursue or perform state and federal‌
procurement work. It will be especially valuable for‌
lawyers advising contractors, subcontractors, and‌
small businesses navigating today’s rapidly changing
procurement landscape. 

As federal contracting evolves through shifting‌
spending priorities, increased compliance scrutiny,‌
and new procurement strategies, attendees will gain‌
practical updates, compliance insights, and risk-‌
management tips to better advise clients and respond‌
to opportunities in the government contracts market.‌
Sponsored by the Government Contracts Section 

8:00 A.M. – 8:50 A.M.‌
AI AND THE L‌AW: ETHICS, EVIDENCE, AND THE‌
LAWYER’S NEW ASSISTANT‌
(1.0 hour MCLE credit)‌
Az‌alea Ballroom‌
Speaker: Mike Fish‌
Th‌is session explores the growing role of artificial‌
intelligence in legal practice, focusing on ethics,‌
confidentiality, and evidentiary issues. Attendees will‌
examine recent cases involving AI-generated content,‌
AI’s impact on evidence, and best practices for using‌
AI in legal workflows while maintaining professional‌
standards.‌
Sponsored by the Workers’ Compensation Section 
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10:00 A.M. – 10:50 A.M.‌
A MORNING‌ WITH MONTY CRISWELL‌
(1.0 hour MCLE credit)‌
M‌agnolia Ballroom‌
Speaker: Monty Criswell
Monty Criswell, a Grammy and CMA-nominated
songwriter, has captivated audiences across the
country with his music. After overcoming stage 3
colon cancer, Monty was inspired to create
something more than just a performance. A Morning
with Monty Criswell is an extraordinary experience
combining his storytelling, music, and the lessons he's
learned from decades in the music industry and his
battle with cancer.
 
This unique event
offers a blend of
inspiration, humor,
and heartfelt
moments. Monty
shares the stories
behind his hit songs
and the strategies
he used to succeed
in an unforgiving
industry. He provides
actionable insights that can be applied not
only to your career, but to personal growth and
relationships as well. Attendees will gain valuable
lessons on achieving goals, surrounding themselves
with the right people, and navigating life's challenges
with resilience.
 
A Morning with Monty Criswell is more than a
keynote; it's a transformative experience that
promises to entertain, inspire, and leave a lasting
impact. Monty's mission extends beyond music. He
aims to inspire hope and, ultimately, save lives.
Sponsored by Wells Fargo 

9:50 A.M. – 10:00 A.M.‌
BREAK — VISIT LEGAL EXPO 

10:50 A.M. – 11:00 A.M.‌
BREAK — VISIT ‌LEGAL EXPO 

9:00 A.M. – 9:50 A.M.‌
WHAT ACTUALLY WINS TRIALS: SKILL,‌
CREDIBILITY, AND PROFESSIONALISM IN THE‌
COURTROOM‌
(1.0 hour MCLE credit)‌
Azal‌ea Ballroom‌
Panelists: Brent Baker, Erik Heninger, Judge Austin
Huffaker, Candis McGowan, and George Newton‌
Moderator: Christy Crow‌
Join an accomplished panel of ABOTA trial lawyers‌
and a respected member of the judiciary for a candid‌
discussion on what truly drives success in the
courtroom. This program goes beyond theory to‌
focus on the real factors that influence juries, judges,‌
and outcomes—trial skill, lawyer credibility, and‌
unwavering professionalism. Attendees will gain‌
practical insights drawn from firsthand experience on‌
how to advocate effectively while upholding the‌
highest standards of the profession.‌
Sponsored by the Alabama Chapter of the American Board of
Trial Advocates 
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8:50 A.M. – 9:00 A.M.‌
BREAK — VISIT LEGAL EXPO 

9:00 A.M. – 9:50 A.M.‌
ALABAMA ACCOUNTABILITY COURTS:‌
MINIMUM STANDARDS TO MAXIMUM‌
POTENTIAL‌
(‌1.0 hour MCLE credit)‌
Magn‌olia Ballroom‌
Panelists: Chief Justice Sarah Stewart, Judge Michael
Joiner, Walt Merrell, and Bennet Wright‌
Moderator: Nathan Wilson‌
This panel will discuss Alabama’s efforts to establish
statewide standards and policies for accountability
courts, including drug, mental health, veterans, family
treatment, and juvenile drug courts. Attendees will
learn how these collaborative, treatment-focused
courts can improve outcomes, reduce recidivism, and
serve as cost-effective alternatives to traditional
approaches. The session will also highlight how
Alabama accountability courts are using data and
innovative case management strategies to drive more
effective results. 

MONTY CRISWELL



12:00 P.M. – 1:20 P.M.‌
BENCH & BAR LUNCHEON: PATHWAY TO THE‌
PODIUM‌
(1.0 hour MCLE credit)‌
No‌rth Ballroom‌
Featured ‌Speaker: Jim Craig‌ ‌
Join us‌ for an inspiring hour with Jim Craig, who is best‌
known as the‌
backbone of the‌
1980 Olympic Gold‌
Medal Hockey Team,‌
whose “Miracle” win‌
was voted by Sports‌
Illustrated as the‌
greatest moment in‌
sports history of the‌
20‌  century.‌ ‌th‌

Sponsored by‌
Attorneys Insurance‌
Mutual of the South, Inc. 

HONORED TO
CELEBRATE AND

SUPPORT THE
ALABAMA STATE BAR

2:00 P.M. – 2:50 P.M.‌
FEDE‌RAL COURT PRACTICE: UPDATES AND‌
ADVICE FROM JUDGES REPRESENTING‌
ALABAMA’S THREE FEDERAL DISTRICT‌
COURTS‌
(1.0 hour MCLE credit)‌
Magn‌olia Ballroom‌
Panelists: Judge Jeffrey Beaverstock, Judge Bill Lewis‌
and Magistrate Judge Nicholas Danella‌
Moderator: Robin Mark‌
The panel will provide updates on new developments
and practical advice within their respective districts.
Learn about issues facing judges and practitioners, the
roles of magistrate judges in the three districts, and
ways to better represent litigants in Alabama’s federal
courts.‌
Sponsored by the Federal Practice Section 
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11:00 A.M. – 11:50 A.M.‌
SHH... IT’S A TRADE SECRET‌
(1.0 hour MCLE credit)‌
Aza‌lea Ballroom‌
Speakers: Hunter Adams and Jeremy Smith‌
This session will provide an overview of trade secret‌
law and best practices for protecting confidential‌
business information. The speakers will also cover‌
strategies for protecting trade secrets, maintaining‌
confidentiality, and understanding the fundamentals of‌
trade secret litigation and enforcement.‌
Sponsored by the Intellectual Property, Entertainment, and Sports
Law Section 

11:00 A.M. – 11:50 A.M.‌
LITIGATION SECTION PANEL‌
(1.0 hour MCLE credit)‌
Magn‌olia Ballroom‌
Panelists: Judge Bill Lewis, Judge J.R. Gaines, Judge
Monet Gaines, and Judge Bryan Jones‌
Moderator: Jeff Bowling‌
Join our distinguished panel of Alabama Judges as‌
they share practice pointers, tips, “dos and don’ts,” and‌
other insights from the bench.‌
Sponsored by the Litigation Section 

JIM CRAIG
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3:00 P.M. – 3:50 P.M.‌
GUI‌DING THE PRACTICE: MEDIATION TIPS,‌
MENTORING SKILLS, AND MODERN‌
PROFESSIONALISM‌
(1.0 hour MCLE credit) (Ethics Hour)‌
Magn‌olia Ballroom‌
Speakers: Joseph Babington, Greg Vaughan, and
Judge Judson Wells‌
This presentation will focus on mentoring, civility, and‌
practical guidance for young lawyers. Our panel of‌
experienced attorneys will share insights on the
mentors who shaped their careers and what made‌
those relationships effective. They will also discuss the‌
value of professionalism in practice, including building‌
collegial relationships with opposing counsel,‌
supporting peers across firms, and developing habits‌
that contribute to long-term success.‌
Sponsored by the Young Lawyers Section 

3:00 P.M. – 3:50 P.M.‌
ELE‌CTION LAW TRENDS‌
(1.0 hour MCLE credit)‌
Beachside‌
Speakers: Jimmy Entrekin and Ryan Robichaux‌
The panel will provide an overview of recently passed‌
state election and campaign finance laws and also‌
highlight election law trends and issues on the horizon.‌ 
Sponsored by the Election, Ethics, and Government Relations
Section 

2:00 P.M. – 2:50 P.M.‌
PU‌BLIC BENEFITS AND ALABAMA FAMILY‌
TRUST‌
(1.0 hour MCLE credit)‌
Azal‌ea Ballroom‌
Speaker: Jennifer Griffin‌
Many‌ individuals with disabilities rely on benefits such‌
as Medicaid and Supplemental Security Income, but‌
those programs often do not cover all of their needs.‌
Supplemental Needs Trusts allow funds to be set‌
aside to pay for expenses that enhance quality of life‌
without jeopardizing eligibility for government benefits.‌
They can also be used in estate planning to leave an‌
inheritance to a loved one with special needs.‌
Alabama Family Trust provides trust services for‌
individuals seeking to obtain or maintain benefit‌
eligibility and for those who can benefit from a‌
supplemental needs trust.‌
Sponsored by the Real Property, Trust, and Probate Section 

2:00 P.M.‌
CHILDREN’S POOLSIDE ICE CREAM SOCIAL‌
Sun Dial Terrace – Pool Deck‌
Recommended for children ages 12 and under. Ice‌
cream will be served.‌
Sponsored by Spotswood 

2:50 P.M. – 3:00 P.M. 
S‌NACK BREAK 
Sponsored by River Bank & Trust and the Criminal Justice Section 



4:00 P.M. – 4:50 P.M.‌
IS Y‌OUR SECRET SAFE WITH ME? KEEPING‌
CLIENT CONFIDENCES IN THE DIGITAL AGE‌
(1.0 hour MCLE credit) (Ethics Hour)‌
M‌agnolia Ballroom‌
Sp‌eaker: Sharon Stuart‌ ‌
Usi‌ng the Alabama Rules of Professional Conduct as a‌
guide, this session will examine everyday ethical issues‌
lawyers face in a technology-driven practice. The‌
discussion will cover confidentiality risks of ChatGPT‌
and AI notetaking tools, the dangers of practicing law‌
from the inbox, the ethical pitfalls of “Reply All,” loose lips‌
on listservs, and when professional bragging crosses an‌
ethical line. 
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4:00 P.M. – 4:50 P.M.‌
INSIDE ALABAMA’S NEW LANGUAGE ACCESS‌
PROGRAM: WHAT LAWYERS NEED TO KNOW‌
(1.0 hour MCLE credit) (Ethics Hour)‌
Az‌alea Ballroom‌
Speakers‌: Melissa Murrell and Freddy Rubio‌ ‌
Join AOC’s new Language Access Program‌
Coordinator, Melissa Murrell, for a focused discussion‌
on working with foreign language interpreters in‌
Alabama courts—covering the state’s new plan to‌
improve the court interpreter program, best practices‌
when scheduling and working with interpreters, and‌
practical strategies to support clear communication.‌  

Attorney Freddy Rubio, Alabama State Bar‌
Commissioner with decades of experience serving‌
the Hispanic community, will review the ethical‌
responsibilities judges and attorneys must uphold to‌
ensure accuracy, confidentiality, and fairness when‌
working with individuals with Limited English‌
Proficiency. This session will enable participants to‌
protect the due process rights of those who appear in‌
all court proceedings.‌
Sponsored by The Rubio Law Firm 

3:00 P.M. – 3:50 P.M.‌
HARVESTERS OF HOPE UPDATE‌ AND PANEL‌
DISCUSSION‌
(1.0 hour MCLE credit)‌
Az‌alea Ballroom‌
Pan‌elists: Nic Cavender, Dylan C. Cooper,‌
Asherica M. Heard, Diana C. Wilson, Tom Perry, and‌
Tom Heflin, Jr.‌
Moderator: Allison Skinner‌
Hear from new attorneys‌
who have put down roots in‌
rural Alabama with support‌
from Harvesters of Hope.‌
This panel will explore their‌
experiences serving rural‌
communities, navigating the‌
broad and varied demands‌
of rural practice, and how the‌
program has helped their
work grow. 

5:00 P.M. – 6:30 P.M. 
ANNUAL VOLUNTEER LAWYERS PROGRAM‌
RECEPTION 
Sky‌ Lounge 
Sponsored by Beasley Allen, Disability Alabama, Hankey Law
Firm, Hawthorne Atchison & Riddle, Hill Hill Carter Franco 
Cole & Black, Law Offices of Jacqueline E. Austin and 
J. Pratt Austin-Trucks, Hope Marshall, Rogers, Bowling &
McReynolds, P.C., Sherrie L. Phillips, Justiceserver by Techbridge,
and The Stamps Law Group 



The Solo &The Solo &
Small FirmSmall Firm

Section is proudSection is proud
to sponsor theto sponsor the

Annual Meeting!Annual Meeting!

The Solo &
Small Firm

Section is proud
to sponsor the

Annual Meeting!

SAMFORD UNIVERSITY CUMBERLAND
SCHOOL OF LAW ALUMNI RECEPTION
Azal‌ea A-B 

UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA SCHOOL OF LAW‌
ALUMNI RECEPTION‌
M‌agnolia Ballroom 

7:30 P.M. – 8:30 P.M.‌
FAULKNER UNIVERSITY THOMAS GOODE‌
JONES SCHOOL OF LAW DESSERT RECEPTION‌
FOR ALUMNI AND FRIENDS‌
Be‌achside 

5:30 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. 
CHILDREN’S PARTY AND DINNER 
Nort‌h Ballroom 
Children can enjoy a kids’ meal and a movie while 
their parents attend law school receptions. 
Sponsored by Insurance Specialists, Inc.‌  

6:30 P.M. – 7:30 P.M.‌
BIRMINGHAM SCHOOL OF LAW ALUMNI‌
RECEPTION‌ ‌
Az‌alea C-F 
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10:00 A.M. – 10:50 A.M.‌
S‌UPREME COURT PANEL‌
(1.0 hour MCLE credit)‌
Magnolia Ballroom‌
Speakers: Justices of the Supreme Court of Alabama
This session features a panel discussion with the
justices regarding
their perspective of the
judicial process within
the Alabama Judicial
System. 

8:30 A.M. – 9:50 A.M.‌
LITIGATION SECTION BREAKFAST WITH‌
ROBERT J. ALESSI‌
(1.0 hour MCLE credit)‌
North Ballroom‌
Speaker:‌
Robert J. Alessi‌
Join us for breakfast
as we hear from
Robert J. Alessi, a
member of Karen
Read’s defense
team, in one of the
most talked-about
trials in the country.
A partner at DLA Piper
and a licensed pharmacist, Alessi brings a unique
perspective to high-stakes litigation, complex
scientific evidence, and trial strategy. 
Sponsored by the Litigation Section 

7:00 A.M. – 8:00 A.M.‌
“FRIENDS OF BILL W.” MEETING‌
M‌agnolia 1 

7:30 A.M. – NOON‌
ANNUAL MEETING REGISTRATION/CHECK-IN‌
B‌allroom Foyer 

8:00 A.M. – NOON 
LEGAL EXPO 
S‌outh Ballroom 
Meet vendors serving the legal community and have‌
your expo card signed for a chance to win prizes! 
NOTE: The Legal Expo is intended for registered lawyer
attendees and their office administrative staff. We regret that‌
children unaccompanied by a parent cannot be admitted. 

9:50 A.M. – 10:00 A.M.‌
BREAK — VISIT ‌LEGAL EXPO 

Friday, July 17Friday, July 17Friday, July 17Friday, July 17Friday, July 17Friday, July 17Friday, July 17Friday, July 17Friday, July 17Friday, July 17Friday, July 17Friday, July 17Friday, July 17Friday, July 17Friday, July 17Friday, July 17

10:50 A.M. – 11:00 A.M.‌
BREAK — VISIT ‌LEGAL EXPO 

11:00 A.M. – 11:50 A.M.‌
TH‌E COMPLETE LAWYER: PRACTICE‌
SUCCESS, BAR LEADERSHIP, AND‌
WORK-LIFE BALANCE‌
(1.0 hour MCLE credit)‌
Magn‌olia Ballroom‌
P‌anelists: Mary Margaret Bailey, Rebecca Beers,‌
Kayla Griffin, Aigner Kolom, and Bree Wilbourn‌
Moderator: Felicia Long‌
The best bar l‌eaders understand that longevity in this‌
profession requires balance and that prioritizing your‌
own well-being is what allows you to lead, serve, and‌
mentor others at your highest level. Join local bar‌
leaders from across the state (Huntsville, Tuscaloosa,‌
Birmingham, Montgomery, and Mobile) for a candid‌
conversation on practice success, effective leadership,‌
and strategies for achieving balance in a demanding‌
profession.‌
Sponsored by the Women’s Section 

11:00 A.M. – 11:50 A.M.‌
A‌LABAMA LAW INSTITUTE‌
(1.0 hour MCLE credit)‌
Beachside‌
Speakers: Representative David Faulkner and‌
Judge Jim Naftel, II 

ROBERT ALESSI
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11:50 A.M. - NOON‌
BREAK — VISIT ‌LEGAL EXPO 

12:30 P.M. – 5:00 P.M.‌
FRIENDS OF TONY MCLAIN GOLF‌
TOURNAMENT‌
Lakewood Golf Course‌
Check-in and boxed lunches at 12:30. Tee off begins‌
at 1:00.‌
Sponsored by Maynard Nexsen 

2:30 P.M. – 4:30 P.M.
MAHJONG OPEN PLAY
Sky Lounge
Tickets are required and may be purchased at the
registration desk. All experience levels are welcome!

2:30 P.M. – 4:30 P.M.
FAMILY PICKLEBALL TOURNAMENT
Lakewood Club
Sponsored by Beasley Allen and Intellectual Property,‌
Entertainment, and Sports Law Section 

12:00 P.M. – 12:30 P.M.‌
WOMEN IN THE LAW RECEPTION‌
North Ballroom
Sponsored by Valley Bank

12:30 P.M. – 1:30 P.M.‌
ANNUAL MAUD MCLURE KELLY AWARD‌
LUNCHEON‌
North Ballroom
Sponsored by the Women’s Section

11:00 A.M. – 11:50 A.M.‌
A VI‌EW FROM ALABAMA’S THREE APPELLATE‌
COURTS (AND HOW TO BEST LOSE AN APPEAL‌
IN FRONT OF THEM)‌
(1.0 hour MCLE credit)‌
Aza‌lea Ballroom‌
P‌anelists: Chief Justice Sarah Stewart, Judge Terry‌
Moore, and Judge Mary Windom‌
Moderator: Marc James Ayers‌
This ‌distinguished panel of presiding jurists from each‌
of Alabama’s three appellate courts will give insights‌
as to some of the (sometimes unique) practices of‌
each of those courts, and provide wisdom on how to‌
present your case on appeal and specifically what to‌
avoid in doing so.‌ ‌
Sponsored by the Appellate Practice Section 

4:00 P.M. – 9:00 P.M.‌
WOMEN’S SECTION SILENT AUCTION‌
FUNDRAISER‌
Lagoon Room – Main Building‌
Come bid on fabulous items at incredible prices! 

7:00 P.M. – 10:00 P.M.‌
PRESIDENT’S CLOSING NIGHT FAMILY‌
RECEPTION‌
Julep Point‌
Join us as we say thank you to Fred Helmsing for his‌
leadership this past year as the 150th President of the
Alabama State Bar. He has planned an evening of fun‌
and fellowship with food and music from Brent Irby.‌
Casual dress is recommended.‌ ‌
Sponsored by Insurance Specialists, Inc.; Business Law Section;‌
Cite Court Reporting; Criminal Justice Section; Real Property,‌
Trust, and Probate Section; and The Rubio Law Firm 
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SILENT AUCTIONSILENT AUCTION
Women’s Section Women’s Section 

LAGOON ROOM | MAIN BUILDING
FRIDAY, JULY 17 | 4:00 P.M. - 9:00 P.M.

LAGOON ROOM | MAIN BUILDING
FRIDAY, JULY 17 | 4:00 P.M. - 9:00 P.M.

FUNDRAISER BENEFITING THE JANIE L. SHORES SCHOLARSHIP,
WHICH IS AWARDED ANNUALLY BY THE WOMEN’S SECTION TO A

FEMALE STUDENT ENROLLED IN AN ALABAMA LAW SCHOOL

FUNDRAISER BENEFITING THE JANIE L. SHORES SCHOLARSHIP,
WHICH IS AWARDED ANNUALLY BY THE WOMEN’S SECTION TO A

FEMALE STUDENT ENROLLED IN AN ALABAMA LAW SCHOOL

GET READY TO BID! THESE ITEMS
AND MORE WILL BE AVAILABLE!
GET READY TO BID! THESE ITEMS
AND MORE WILL BE AVAILABLE!

FOUR-NIGHT STAY AT A GORGEOUS 5BR/4BA
LAKEFRONT HOME ON LAKE MARTIN

REGISTRATION FOR 2027 ANNUAL MEETING

HOLIDAY STROLL PACKAGE BY THE
GRAND HOTEL

DAVID YURMAN BEAD BRACELET

GOLD DIAMOND STATION NECKLACE

ALABAMA FOOTBALL TICKETS

OTHER ITEMS BY: 
POKEMON

SMATHERS & BRANSON
KENDRA SCOTT

HENIG FURS
VERA BRADLEY

RIFLE PAPER CO.
SPARTINA 449

FOUR-NIGHT STAY AT A GORGEOUS 5BR/4BA
LAKEFRONT HOME ON LAKE MARTIN

REGISTRATION FOR 2027 ANNUAL MEETING

HOLIDAY STROLL PACKAGE BY THE
GRAND HOTEL

DAVID YURMAN BEAD BRACELET

GOLD DIAMOND STATION NECKLACE

ALABAMA FOOTBALL TICKETS

OTHER ITEMS BY: 
POKEMON

SMATHERS & BRANSON
KENDRA SCOTT

HENIG FURS
VERA BRADLEY

RIFLE PAPER CO.
SPARTINA 449
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7:00 A.M. – 8:00 A.M.‌
“FRIENDS OF BILL W.” MEETING‌
M‌agnolia 1 

7:30 A.M. – 8:45 A.M. 
CHRISTIAN LEGAL SOCIETY BREAKFAST 
Az‌alea A-B 
Moderator: Samuel N. Crosby, Stone Crosby, P.C., and
Past President, Alabama State Bar 
Speakers: Justice Brad Mendheim and Ms. Darlett
Lucy-Gulley
Sponsored by Stone Crosby, P.C., Alyce Spruell, The McElvy Law
Firm, and William T. Coplin, Jr., LLC 

8:00 A.M. – 9:00 A.M. 
CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST 
Ballroom Foyer 
Sponsored by Alabama Civil Justice Foundation and Lewis &
Feldman Mediation 

Saturday, July 18Saturday, July 18Saturday, July 18Saturday, July 18Saturday, July 18Saturday, July 18Saturday, July 18Saturday, July 18Saturday, July 18Saturday, July 18Saturday, July 18Saturday, July 18Saturday, July 18Saturday, July 18Saturday, July 18Saturday, July 18
8:30 A.M. – 9:15 A.M.‌
WOMEN’S SECTION SILENT AUCTION‌
WRAP-UP‌
Magnolia 3 

9:15 A.M. – 11:15 A.M.‌
GRAND CONVOCATION AND AWARDS‌
PRESENTATION‌
Magnolia Ballroom‌
Presiding: Fred Helmsing, 150‌  President of the‌
Alabama State Bar‌

th 

11:15 A.M. – 11:30 A.M.‌
BOARD OF BAR COMMISSIONERS‌
MEETING‌
Beachside
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S I L V E R  S P O N S O R SS I L V E R  S P O N S O R SS I L V E R  S P O N S O R S
Alabama Chapter of the American Board‌
‌of Trial Advocates‌
Alabama Civil Justice Foundation‌
Beasley Allen‌
Business Law Section‌
Criminal Justice Section‌
Intellectual Property, Entertainment, and‌
‌Sports Law‌
Jinks Crow, P.C.‌
Leadership Forum Alumni Section‌
Lewis & Feldman Mediation‌
Maynard Nexsen‌
Real Property, Trust, and Probate Section‌
River Bank & Trust‌
Spotswood‌
Valley Bank‌
Veritext Legal Solutions‌
Workers’ Compensation Section 

P R E S E N T I N G  S P O N S O RP R E S E N T I N G  S P O N S O RP R E S E N T I N G  S P O N S O R

B E N C H  &  B A R  S P O N S O RB E N C H  &  B A R  S P O N S O RB E N C H  &  B A R  S P O N S O R

D I A M O N D  S P O N S O R SD I A M O N D  S P O N S O R SD I A M O N D  S P O N S O R S

P L AT I N U M  S P O N S O R SP L AT I N U M  S P O N S O R SP L AT I N U M  S P O N S O R S

G O L D  S P O N S O R SG O L D  S P O N S O R SG O L D  S P O N S O R S

Insurance Specialists, Inc. 

Attorneys Insurance Mutual of‌
‌the South, Inc. 

Cite Court Reporting‌
VitAL‌
Wells Fargo 

Alabama Law Foundation‌
FindLaw/Super Lawyers‌
Rogers, Bowling & McReynolds, P.C.‌
Trustmark 

Alliance Insurance Group‌
Br‌adley Arant Boult Cummings LLP‌
S‌olo & Small Firm Section‌
The Rubio Law Firm 

B R O N Z E  S P O N S O R SB R O N Z E  S P O N S O R SB R O N Z E  S P O N S O R S
Alabama Center for Dispute Resolution‌
Appellate Practice Section‌
Balch & Bingham, LLP‌
Business Torts and Antitrust Law‌
‌Section‌
Carr Riggs & Ingram CPAs and Advisors‌
Copeland Franco‌
Cory Watson, PC‌
Dispute Resolution Section‌
Elizabeth C. Smithart‌
Gilsbar‌
Hawthorne Atchison & Riddle‌
i3 Vertic‌als‌
Methvin Terrell Yancey ‌Stephens &
Mi‌ller, P.C.‌
Regions Bank‌
Strength & Connally, LLC‌
Swift Currie‌
White Arnold & Dowd‌
Women’s Section‌
Yo‌ung Lawyers Section 

F R I E N D S  O F  T H E  B A RF R I E N D S  O F  T H E  B A RF R I E N D S  O F  T H E  B A R
Administrative Law Section‌
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Alabama‌
Di‌sability Alabama‌
Hankey Law Firm
Hill‌ Hill Carter Franco Cole & Black‌
Justiceserver by Techbridge‌
Law Off‌ices of Jacqueline E. Austin‌
‌and J. Pratt Austin-T‌ruck‌s‌
S‌herrie L. Phillips‌
Alyce ‌Sprue‌ll‌
St‌one Crosby, P.C.‌
T‌he McElvy Law Firm‌
The Stamps Law Group‌
William T. Coplin, Jr., LLC 

I N - K I N D  S P O N S O RI N - K I N D  S P O N S O RI N - K I N D  S P O N S O R
Davis Direct 

Sponsors Sponsors SponsorsSponsors  Sponsors SponsorsSponsors  Sponsors Sponsors Sponsors Sponsors Sponsors SponsorsSponsorsSponsors   Sponsors 
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Alabama Bench & Bar Historical Society 
Alabama  Center for Dispute Resolution 

Alabama Civil Justice Foundation 
Alabama Law Foundation 

Alabama Association for Justice   
Alabama Lawyer Assistance Program 

Alabama Opportunity Scholarship Fund 
Alabama State Bar Law Practice Management Program 

Alabama State Bar Volunteer Lawyers Program 
Alabama Supreme Court and State Law Library 

Alliance Insurance Group 
AOC Language Access 
Atlanta Custom Tailors 

Attorneys Insurance Mutual of the South, Inc. 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Alabama 

FindLaw & Super Lawyers
i 3 Verticals 

Gilsbar 
Harvesters of Hope 

Huntsville Bar Association, Inc. 
Insurance Specialists, Inc. 

Lockton Affinity, LLC 
NexTech Operations 

PracticePanther 
Saunders Real Estate 

Smokeball 
Spy for Rent 

Trustmark 
University of Alabama School of Law 

United States Marine Corps 
Veritext Legal Solutions   

VitAL 

Exhibitors Exhibitors ExhibitorsExhibitors  Exhibitors ExhibitorsExhibitors  Exhibitors Exhibitors Exhibitors Exhibitors Exhibitors ExhibitorsExhibitorsExhibitors   Exhibitors 
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MAIN
ENTRY

ALABAMA
‌ASSOCIATION
‌FOR JUSTICE

ALABAMA
‌CENTER FOR

‌DISPUTE
‌RESOLUTION

SAUNDERS
REAL ESTATE

ALABAMA LAW
‌FOUNDATION

HARVESTERS
‌OF HOPE

SMOKEBALL

ATTORNEYS
‌INSURANCE
‌MUTUAL OF
‌THE SOUTH,

‌INC.

BLUE CROSS
‌BLUE SHIELD
‌OF ALABAMA

VITAL

HUNTSVILLE
‌BAR

SPY FOR RENT

ALABAMA
‌CIVIL JUSTICE
‌FOUNDATION

ATLANTA
‌CUSTOM
‌TAILORS

GILSBAR 

FINDLAW 
& 

SUPER
LAWYERS 

ASB LAW
PRACTICE

MANAGEMENT
PROGRAM 

ALABAMA
LAWYER

ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM 

ASB
VOLUNTEER

LAWYERS
PROGRAM 

SOUTH BALLROOM 

LEGAL EXPO MAP 

ALABAMA
‌OPPORTUNITY
‌SCHOLARSHIP

‌FUND

AOC
LANGUAGE

‌ACCESS

I3 VERTICALS 

ALABAMA
SUPREME

COURT AND
STATE LAW

LIBRARY 

UNIVERSITY
OF ALABAMA

SCHOOL OF
LAW 

ALLIANCE
‌INSURANCE

‌GROUP

LOCKTON
‌AFFINITY, LLC

TRUSTMARK

ALABAMA
BENCH & BAR

HISTORICAL
SOCIETY 

NEXTECH
OPERATIONS UNITED

‌STATES
‌MARINE CORPS

VERITEXT
‌LEGAL

‌SOLUTIONS 

INSURANCE
‌SPECIALISTS,

‌INC.
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8am Lawpay

8am MyCase

ABA Books for Bars

ABA Retirement Funds

Abacus Advisors

Answering Legal

Avis Budget Group

BCBS Insurance Plan

BetterHelp

Bookkeeping Done Virtually

Brooks Brothers

CARET Legal

Cartography Consulting, LLC

CaseFox, Inc.

Caseway

CLIO

Conference America

Corel WordPerfect

CosmoLex

Deposely

Easysoft

ExhibitSuite

FileScience

Georgia Aquarium

Huntsville BCBS Insurance Plan

Hyundai

Identillect

Innovative Driven

Insurance Specialists, Inc.

Ironwall

Kenect

Lawcus

Lexology

LexSelect

Local Hospitality

Migration Masters

Orlando Employee Discounts

PaperStreet

PracticePanther

Procertas

Querious

RTJ Golf Trail Marriott Hotels

Rocket Matter

Ruby

SimpleLaw.com

Smith.ai

Smokeball

TimeSolv

UPS / Gallagher Affinity

vLex Fastcase

VERA

Alabama State Bar
MEMBER BENEFITS

We routinely add member benefits. Be sure to check back often!

Call our office at 334-517-2130 or email at jillian.evans@alabar.org
for a quick question or to schedule a free consultation.

mailto:jillian.evans@alabar.org


Connect
Alabama

App
No dead-end searches. No guessing. No fees.

Just the help you need, when you need it,
right at your fingertips. 

Self-Screening Tools 
Substance Use Information and
Resources
Access to Helplines and Crisis Lines
Treatment Services Locator
Request FREE Naloxone
Mental Health Information and
Resources

Scan to download free on
Google Play and the App Store 



Sign up for your benefit at
BetterHelp.com/alabamastatebar
with code 62b11 to get started.

First month First month FREEFREE, and , and 15% off15% off after the initial month. after the initial month.First month FREE, and 15% off after the initial month.
The Alabama State Bar will not know who is receiving counseling and will not have
access to your counseling or other personal data that you provide to BetterHelp.

ALABAMA
Lawyer
Assistance
program
Serving Lawyers, Judges, and Law Students

WE ADDRESS WHAT WE DO
Substance Abuse
Depression
Stress
Anxiety
Burnout
Process Addictions

Assessments
Monitoring
Peer Support
Lawyer Support Groups
Referrals to Licensed Professionals
Education

Our promise
ALAP is not a disciplinary program. It is a voluntary
and completely confidential program that offers
support and guidance tailored to address whatever
challenges may exist. There is no risk to your law
license by contacting ALAP, as we do not report to
the Office of General Counsel (OGC). ALAP is here to
help before a bar complaint is filed and to provide
assistance after a complaint has been filed.

CONTACT US: ALAP@ALABAR.ORG OR  (334)224-6920



JUSTICE 
4 ALAL  AL 

WWW.JUSTICE4AL.COM 

What began as a vision to address
Alabama’s rural access-to-justice
challenges has grown into Harvesters
of Hope, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
committed to growing the legal
profession in Alabama’s small towns  
and underserved communities. Our mission is to improve access to justice, strengthen the
administration of the courts, support economic
development, and help revitalize Alabama's small towns.

DO YOU HAVE A LEGAL PROBLEM? 

WE HAVE INFORMATION! 

SUPPORT THE MISSION.
PLANT HOPE. GROW ACCESS.

Asherica M. Heard, Perry County

Learn
more about
Harvesters
of Hope.

https://www.justice4al.com/
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	KNOW WHO MANAGES YOUR INSURANCE COMPANY.
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	WHEN YOU'RE INSURED WITH AIM, YOU KNOW WHO IS ON YOUR TEAM.
	Get a Quote Today: 205.980.0009 info@attorneysinsurancemutual.com www.attorneysinsurancemutual.com
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	Welcome
	Welcome
	TO THE 149TH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE ALABAMA STATE BAR!
	Welcome to The Grand Hotel in Point Clear, Alabama! We are so glad you are here for the Alabama State Bar’s Annual Meeting. This beautiful setting continues to be a favorite gathering place for our members and families, offering a wonderful opportunity to connect, learn, and enjoy time together.
	Our Alabama State Bar staff and leadership have worked hard to create a week filled with meaningful programming, engaging events, and opportunities to relax and recharge. We hope you will take full advantage of all the meeting has to offer, from outstanding speakers and CLE sessions, to fellowship with colleagues and friends.
	As I conclude my term as President of the Alabama State Bar, I am deeply grateful for the opportunity to serve our members and this profession. It has been a privilege to work alongside dedicated lawyers, judges, and Bar leaders from across our state, and I am proud of all we have accomplished together over the past year.
	Thank you for joining us this week. I hope your time in Point Clear is both enjoyable and rewarding.


	Important Information
	Important Information
	ANNUAL MEETING APP
	Install on your mobile device.
	On your smartphone, scan the QR code below.
	Follow the instructions on-screen (it's a quick, two-step process).


	CLE FORM
	Scan to complete the official Certificate of Attendance  for MCLE credit.
	To ensure you don’t receive partial credit, please submit this form only once, after the last CLE session you attend. Annual Meeting attendance can be submitted up to 60 days after the conclusion of the Annual Meeting.
	WIFI SPONSORED BY BRADLEY ARANT BOULT CUMMINGS LLP UserID: Bradley | Password: Bradley26


	Conference Center Floorplan
	LOST? HAVE A QUESTION, COMMENT, OR SUGGESTION?
	LOOK FOR A BAR STAFF MEMBER WEARING THESE COLORED T-SHIRTS!
	Wed.
	WED.
	THURS.
	FRI.
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	Wednesday, July 15
	Wednesday, July 15
	12:45 P.M. ANNUAL MEETING WELCOME Azalea Ballroom Speakers: Chief Justice Sarah Stewart, President Fred Helmsing, and Executive Director Terri Lovell
	1:00 P.M. – 1:50 P.M. PERFECTING YOUR MEDIATION SKILLS (1.0  hour MCLE credit) Azalea Ballroom Panelists: Phil Adams, Lee Copeland, and Bruce Rogers Hear three of Alabama’s top mediators with over 100 years of collective experience give practical tips that will help you perfect your mediation skills. The focus will be on what you must do and what you should never do in all mediations. Sponsored by the Alabama Center for Dispute Resolution and the Dispute Resolution Section
	2:00 P.M. – 2:50 P.M. WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT FEDERAL EMPLOYMENT LAW (1.0 hour MCLE credit) Azalea Ballroom Speakers: Yvonne Maddalena and Teri Mastando This course will provide an overview of the laws that apply in Alabama, including issues relating to harassment, discrimination, and employee compensation. The discussion will address the topics from both the plaintiff and defense perspectives.  Sponsored by the Labor and Employment Law Section
	2:30 P.M. – 4:30 P.M. BOARD OF BAR COMMISSIONERS MEETING Lagoon Room – Main Building
	3:00 P.M. – 3:50 P.M. CELEBRITY DUI (1.0 hour MCLE credit) Azalea Ballroom Speaker: George Flowers This CLE will provide a practical update on the current state of DUI law in Alabama. Attendees will receive an overview of recent legal developments, statutory changes, and noteworthy case law impacting DUI enforcement and defense. After the update, the session will shift to a focused format using high- profile celebrity DUI cases to illustrate real-world legal issues, strategic considerations, and potential applications had these cases happened in Alabama. This combination of doctrinal review and practical analysis is designed to enhance both legal knowledge and trial readiness in DUI matters. Sponsored by the Solo & Small Firm Section
	4:00 P.M. – 4:50 P.M. BANKRUPTCY: WE DON’T BITE  (1.0 hour MCLE credit) Azalea Ballroom Speaker: Audrey Willis You just found out that your personal injury client has a pending bankruptcy case.  Now what?  If you’ve ever stared at a settlement check and wondered whether cashing it will land you in contempt of court that you’re not even litigating in, then this CLE is for you. Designed specifically for non-bankruptcy attorneys, this program will walk you through exactly what you need to know when your client is also a bankruptcy debtor.  We will discuss how to properly handle your client’s claim as an asset of the bankruptcy estate, what to file in the bankruptcy court, why you should run a PACER search before disbursing any settlement funds, and what happens to you and your fee if you don’t do these things.   Sponsored by the Bankruptcy and Commercial Law Section
	6 | WWW.ALABAR.ORG
	5:00 P.M. – 6:30 P.M. LEADERSHIP FORUM ALUMNI RECEPTION Sky Lounge (Main Hotel Building) Sponsored by the Leadership Forum Alumni Section and Alabama Law Foundation


	6:30 P.M. – 8:30 P.M. OPENING NIGHT RECEPTION  North Ballroom Join us as we kick off our Annual Meeting with dinner and dancing, featuring music by Patrick Cross. Sponsored by Alabama Law Foundation, Trustmark, and Veritext Legal Solutions


	NEED MORE CLIENTS?
	Join the ASB Lawyer Referral Service!
	Why join?
	Overview of the Program
	Learn more and sign up here:
	LRS@alabar.org


	Thursday, July 16
	Thursday, July 16
	7:00 A.M. – 8:00 A.M. “FRIENDS OF BILL W.” MEETING Magnolia 1
	7:30 A.M. – 5:30 P.M. ANNUAL MEETING REGISTRATION/CHECK-IN Ballroom Foyer
	Congratulations
	JANA GARNER
	151st President of the Alabama State Bar
	8:00 A.M. – 8:50 A.M. AI AND THE LAW: ETHICS, EVIDENCE, AND THE LAWYER’S NEW ASSISTANT (1.0 hour MCLE credit) Azalea Ballroom Speaker: Mike Fish This session explores the growing role of artificial intelligence in legal practice, focusing on ethics, confidentiality, and evidentiary issues. Attendees will examine recent cases involving AI-generated content, AI’s impact on evidence, and best practices for using AI in legal workflows while maintaining professional standards. Sponsored by the Workers’ Compensation Section
	8:00 A.M. – 8:50 A.M. FEDERAL GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: UPDATES AND PRACTICE TIPS (1.0 hour MCLE credit) Magnolia Ballroom Panelists: Julie Gresham, Lance Lucey, Michael Mutek, and Michael Rich Moderators: Chris Lockwood and Rich Raleigh This practical panel discussion is designed for attorneys who advise on government contracting, including private practitioners, in-house counsel, government lawyers, and counsel representing companies that pursue or perform state and federal procurement work. It will be especially valuable for lawyers advising contractors, subcontractors, and small businesses navigating today’s rapidly changing procurement landscape.
	As federal contracting evolves through shifting spending priorities, increased compliance scrutiny, and new procurement strategies, attendees will gain practical updates, compliance insights, and risk-management tips to better advise clients and respond to opportunities in the government contracts market. Sponsored by the Government Contracts Section

	8:50 A.M. – 9:00 A.M. BREAK — VISIT LEGAL EXPO
	9:00 A.M. – 9:50 A.M. ALABAMA ACCOUNTABILITY COURTS: MINIMUM STANDARDS TO MAXIMUM POTENTIAL (1.0 hour MCLE credit) Magnolia Ballroom Panelists: Chief Justice Sarah Stewart, Judge Michael Joiner, Walt Merrell, and Bennet Wright Moderator: Nathan Wilson This panel will discuss Alabama’s efforts to establish statewide standards and policies for accountability courts, including drug, mental health, veterans, family treatment, and juvenile drug courts. Attendees will learn how these collaborative, treatment-focused courts can improve outcomes, reduce recidivism, and serve as cost-effective alternatives to traditional approaches. The session will also highlight how Alabama accountability courts are using data and innovative case management strategies to drive more effective results.
	9:00 A.M. – 9:50 A.M. WHAT ACTUALLY WINS TRIALS: SKILL, CREDIBILITY, AND PROFESSIONALISM IN THE COURTROOM (1.0 hour MCLE credit) Azalea Ballroom Panelists: Brent Baker, Erik Heninger, Judge Austin Huffaker, Candis McGowan, and George Newton Moderator: Christy Crow Join an accomplished panel of ABOTA trial lawyers and a respected member of the judiciary for a candid discussion on what truly drives success in the courtroom. This program goes beyond theory to focus on the real factors that influence juries, judges, and outcomes—trial skill, lawyer credibility, and unwavering professionalism. Attendees will gain practical insights drawn from firsthand experience on how to advocate effectively while upholding the highest standards of the profession. Sponsored by the Alabama Chapter of the American Board of Trial Advocates

	9:50 A.M. – 10:00 A.M. BREAK — VISIT LEGAL EXPO
	10:00 A.M. – 10:50 A.M. A MORNING WITH MONTY CRISWELL (1.0 hour MCLE credit) Magnolia Ballroom Speaker: Monty Criswell Monty Criswell, a Grammy and CMA-nominated songwriter, has captivated audiences across the country with his music. After overcoming stage 3 colon cancer, Monty was inspired to create something more than just a performance. A Morning with Monty Criswell is an extraordinary experience combining his storytelling, music, and the lessons he's learned from decades in the music industry and his battle with cancer.
	This unique event offers a blend of inspiration, humor, and heartfelt moments. Monty shares the stories behind his hit songs and the strategies he used to succeed in an unforgiving industry. He provides actionable insights that can be applied not only to your career, but to personal growth and relationships as well. Attendees will gain valuable lessons on achieving goals, surrounding themselves with the right people, and navigating life's challenges with resilience.
	A Morning with Monty Criswell is more than a keynote; it's a transformative experience that promises to entertain, inspire, and leave a lasting impact. Monty's mission extends beyond music. He aims to inspire hope and, ultimately, save lives. Sponsored by Wells Fargo



	MONTY CRISWELL
	10:50 A.M. – 11:00 A.M. BREAK — VISIT LEGAL EXPO
	11:00 A.M. – 11:50 A.M. LITIGATION SECTION PANEL (1.0 hour MCLE credit) Magnolia Ballroom Panelists: Judge Bill Lewis, Judge J.R. Gaines, Judge Monet Gaines, and Judge Bryan Jones Moderator: Jeff Bowling Join our distinguished panel of Alabama Judges as they share practice pointers, tips, “dos and don’ts,” and other insights from the bench. Sponsored by the Litigation Section
	11:00 A.M. – 11:50 A.M. SHH... IT’S A TRADE SECRET (1.0 hour MCLE credit) Azalea Ballroom Speakers: Hunter Adams and Jeremy Smith This session will provide an overview of trade secret law and best practices for protecting confidential business information. The speakers will also cover strategies for protecting trade secrets, maintaining confidentiality, and understanding the fundamentals of trade secret litigation and enforcement. Sponsored by the Intellectual Property, Entertainment, and Sports Law Section
	12:00 P.M. – 1:20 P.M. BENCH & BAR LUNCHEON: PATHWAY TO THE PODIUM (1.0 hour MCLE credit) North Ballroom Featured Speaker: Jim Craig  Join us for an inspiring hour with Jim Craig, who is best known as the backbone of the 1980 Olympic Gold Medal Hockey Team, whose “Miracle” win was voted by Sports Illustrated as the greatest moment in sports history of the 20th century.  Sponsored by Attorneys Insurance Mutual of the South, Inc.


	JIM CRAIG
	HONORED TO CELEBRATE AND SUPPORT THE ALABAMA STATE BAR
	2:00 P.M. – 2:50 P.M. FEDERAL COURT PRACTICE: UPDATES AND ADVICE FROM JUDGES REPRESENTING ALABAMA’S THREE FEDERAL DISTRICT COURTS (1.0 hour MCLE credit) Magnolia Ballroom Panelists: Judge Jeffrey Beaverstock, Judge Bill Lewis and Magistrate Judge Nicholas Danella Moderator: Robin Mark The panel will provide updates on new developments and practical advice within their respective districts. Learn about issues facing judges and practitioners, the roles of magistrate judges in the three districts, and ways to better represent litigants in Alabama’s federal courts. Sponsored by the Federal Practice Section


	2:00 P.M. – 2:50 P.M. PUBLIC BENEFITS AND ALABAMA FAMILY TRUST (1.0 hour MCLE credit) Azalea Ballroom Speaker: Jennifer Griffin Many individuals with disabilities rely on benefits such as Medicaid and Supplemental Security Income, but those programs often do not cover all of their needs. Supplemental Needs Trusts allow funds to be set aside to pay for expenses that enhance quality of life without jeopardizing eligibility for government benefits. They can also be used in estate planning to leave an inheritance to a loved one with special needs. Alabama Family Trust provides trust services for individuals seeking to obtain or maintain benefit eligibility and for those who can benefit from a supplemental needs trust. Sponsored by the Real Property, Trust, and Probate Section
	2:00 P.M. CHILDREN’S POOLSIDE ICE CREAM SOCIAL Sun Dial Terrace – Pool Deck Recommended for children ages 12 and under. Ice cream will be served. Sponsored by Spotswood
	3:00 P.M. – 3:50 P.M. ELECTION LAW TRENDS (1.0 hour MCLE credit) Beachside Speakers: Jimmy Entrekin and Ryan Robichaux The panel will provide an overview of recently passed state election and campaign finance laws and also highlight election law trends and issues on the horizon.  Sponsored by the Election, Ethics, and Government Relations Section
	3:00 P.M. – 3:50 P.M. GUIDING THE PRACTICE: MEDIATION TIPS, MENTORING SKILLS, AND MODERN PROFESSIONALISM (1.0 hour MCLE credit) (Ethics Hour) Magnolia Ballroom Speakers: Joseph Babington, Greg Vaughan, and Judge Judson Wells This presentation will focus on mentoring, civility, and practical guidance for young lawyers. Our panel of experienced attorneys will share insights on the mentors who shaped their careers and what made those relationships effective. They will also discuss the value of professionalism in practice, including building collegial relationships with opposing counsel, supporting peers across firms, and developing habits that contribute to long-term success. Sponsored by the Young Lawyers Section
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	3:00 P.M. – 3:50 P.M. HARVESTERS OF HOPE UPDATE AND PANEL DISCUSSION (1.0 hour MCLE credit) Azalea Ballroom Panelists: Nic Cavender, Dylan C. Cooper, Asherica M. Heard, Diana C. Wilson, Tom Perry, and Tom Heflin, Jr. Moderator: Allison Skinner Hear from new attorneys who have put down roots in rural Alabama with support from Harvesters of Hope. This panel will explore their experiences serving rural communities, navigating the broad and varied demands of rural practice, and how the program has helped their work grow.
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	4:00 P.M. – 4:50 P.M. INSIDE ALABAMA’S NEW LANGUAGE ACCESS PROGRAM: WHAT LAWYERS NEED TO KNOW (1.0 hour MCLE credit) (Ethics Hour) Azalea Ballroom Speakers: Melissa Murrell and Freddy Rubio  Join AOC’s new Language Access Program Coordinator, Melissa Murrell, for a focused discussion on working with foreign language interpreters in Alabama courts—covering the state’s new plan to improve the court interpreter program, best practices when scheduling and working with interpreters, and practical strategies to support clear communication.
	Attorney Freddy Rubio, Alabama State Bar Commissioner with decades of experience serving the Hispanic community, will review the ethical responsibilities judges and attorneys must uphold to ensure accuracy, confidentiality, and fairness when working with individuals with Limited English Proficiency. This session will enable participants to protect the due process rights of those who appear in all court proceedings. Sponsored by The Rubio Law Firm
	4:00 P.M. – 4:50 P.M. IS YOUR SECRET SAFE WITH ME? KEEPING CLIENT CONFIDENCES IN THE DIGITAL AGE (1.0 hour MCLE credit) (Ethics Hour) Magnolia Ballroom Speaker: Sharon Stuart  Using the Alabama Rules of Professional Conduct as a guide, this session will examine everyday ethical issues lawyers face in a technology-driven practice. The discussion will cover confidentiality risks of ChatGPT and AI notetaking tools, the dangers of practicing law from the inbox, the ethical pitfalls of “Reply All,” loose lips on listservs, and when professional bragging crosses an ethical line.
	6:30 P.M. – 7:30 P.M. BIRMINGHAM SCHOOL OF LAW ALUMNI RECEPTION  Azalea C-F
	SAMFORD UNIVERSITY CUMBERLAND SCHOOL OF LAW ALUMNI RECEPTION Azalea A-B
	UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA SCHOOL OF LAW ALUMNI RECEPTION Magnolia Ballroom
	7:30 P.M. – 8:30 P.M. FAULKNER UNIVERSITY THOMAS GOODE JONES SCHOOL OF LAW DESSERT RECEPTION FOR ALUMNI AND FRIENDS Beachside

	The Solo & Small Firm Section is proud to sponsor the Annual Meeting!
	Friday, July 17
	Friday, July 17
	7:00 A.M. – 8:00 A.M. “FRIENDS OF BILL W.” MEETING Magnolia 1
	7:30 A.M. – NOON ANNUAL MEETING REGISTRATION/CHECK-IN Ballroom Foyer
	8:30 A.M. – 9:50 A.M. LITIGATION SECTION BREAKFAST WITH ROBERT J. ALESSI (1.0 hour MCLE credit) North Ballroom Speaker: Robert J. Alessi Join us for breakfast as we hear from Robert J. Alessi, a member of Karen Read’s defense team, in one of the most talked-about trials in the country. A partner at DLA Piper and a licensed pharmacist, Alessi brings a unique perspective to high-stakes litigation, complex scientific evidence, and trial strategy.  Sponsored by the Litigation Section

	ROBERT ALESSI
	9:50 A.M. – 10:00 A.M. BREAK — VISIT LEGAL EXPO
	10:00 A.M. – 10:50 A.M. SUPREME COURT PANEL (1.0 hour MCLE credit) Magnolia Ballroom Speakers: Justices of the Supreme Court of Alabama This session features a panel discussion with the justices regarding their perspective of the judicial process within the Alabama Judicial System.

	10:50 A.M. – 11:00 A.M. BREAK — VISIT LEGAL EXPO
	11:00 A.M. – 11:50 A.M. THE COMPLETE LAWYER: PRACTICE SUCCESS, BAR LEADERSHIP, AND WORK-LIFE BALANCE (1.0 hour MCLE credit) Magnolia Ballroom Panelists: Mary Margaret Bailey, Rebecca Beers, Kayla Griffin, Aigner Kolom, and Bree Wilbourn Moderator: Felicia Long The best bar leaders understand that longevity in this profession requires balance and that prioritizing your own well-being is what allows you to lead, serve, and mentor others at your highest level. Join local bar leaders from across the state (Huntsville, Tuscaloosa, Birmingham, Montgomery, and Mobile) for a candid conversation on practice success, effective leadership, and strategies for achieving balance in a demanding profession. Sponsored by the Women’s Section
	11:00 A.M. – 11:50 A.M. ALABAMA LAW INSTITUTE (1.0 hour MCLE credit) Beachside Speakers: Representative David Faulkner and Judge Jim Naftel, II
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	11:00 A.M. – 11:50 A.M. A VIEW FROM ALABAMA’S THREE APPELLATE COURTS (AND HOW TO BEST LOSE AN APPEAL IN FRONT OF THEM) (1.0 hour MCLE credit) Azalea Ballroom Panelists: Chief Justice Sarah Stewart, Judge Terry Moore, and Judge Mary Windom Moderator: Marc James Ayers This distinguished panel of presiding jurists from each of Alabama’s three appellate courts will give insights as to some of the (sometimes unique) practices of each of those courts, and provide wisdom on how to present your case on appeal and specifically what to avoid in doing so.  Sponsored by the Appellate Practice Section


	11:50 A.M. - NOON BREAK — VISIT LEGAL EXPO
	12:00 P.M. – 12:30 P.M. WOMEN IN THE LAW RECEPTION North Ballroom Sponsored by Valley Bank
	12:30 P.M. – 1:30 P.M. ANNUAL MAUD MCLURE KELLY AWARD LUNCHEON North Ballroom Sponsored by the Women’s Section
	12:30 P.M. – 5:00 P.M. FRIENDS OF TONY MCLAIN GOLF TOURNAMENT Lakewood Golf Course Check-in and boxed lunches at 12:30. Tee off begins at 1:00. Sponsored by Maynard Nexsen
	2:30 P.M. – 4:30 P.M. MAHJONG OPEN PLAY Sky Lounge Tickets are required and may be purchased at the registration desk. All experience levels are welcome!
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	4:00 P.M. – 9:00 P.M. WOMEN’S SECTION SILENT AUCTION FUNDRAISER Lagoon Room – Main Building Come bid on fabulous items at incredible prices!
	7:00 P.M. – 10:00 P.M. PRESIDENT’S CLOSING NIGHT FAMILY RECEPTION Julep Point Join us as we say thank you to Fred Helmsing for his leadership this past year as the 150th President of the Alabama State Bar. He has planned an evening of fun and fellowship with food and music from Brent Irby. Casual dress is recommended.  Sponsored by Insurance Specialists, Inc.; Business Law Section; Cite Court Reporting; Criminal Justice Section; Real Property, Trust, and Probate Section; and The Rubio Law Firm


	Women’s Section
	SILENT AUCTION
	LAGOON ROOM | MAIN BUILDING FRIDAY, JULY 17 | 4:00 P.M. - 9:00 P.M.
	GET READY TO BID! THESE ITEMS AND MORE WILL BE AVAILABLE!
	FOUR-NIGHT STAY AT A GORGEOUS 5BR/4BA LAKEFRONT HOME ON LAKE MARTIN
	REGISTRATION FOR 2027 ANNUAL MEETING
	HOLIDAY STROLL PACKAGE BY THE GRAND HOTEL
	DAVID YURMAN BEAD BRACELET
	GOLD DIAMOND STATION NECKLACE
	ALABAMA FOOTBALL TICKETS
	OTHER ITEMS BY:  POKEMON SMATHERS & BRANSON KENDRA SCOTT HENIG FURS VERA BRADLEY RIFLE PAPER CO. SPARTINA 449
	FUNDRAISER BENEFITING THE JANIE L. SHORES SCHOLARSHIP, WHICH IS AWARDED ANNUALLY BY THE WOMEN’S SECTION TO A FEMALE STUDENT ENROLLED IN AN ALABAMA LAW SCHOOL




	Saturday, July 18
	Saturday, July 18
	7:00 A.M. – 8:00 A.M. “FRIENDS OF BILL W.” MEETING Magnolia 1
	8:30 A.M. – 9:15 A.M. WOMEN’S SECTION SILENT AUCTION WRAP-UP Magnolia 3
	9:15 A.M. – 11:15 A.M. GRAND CONVOCATION AND AWARDS PRESENTATION Magnolia Ballroom Presiding: Fred Helmsing, 150th President of the Alabama State Bar
	11:15 A.M. – 11:30 A.M. BOARD OF BAR COMMISSIONERS MEETING Beachside
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	Alabama State Bar

	MEMBER BENEFITS
	Connect Alabama App
	Scan to download free on Google Play and the App Store
	Sign up for your benefit at BetterHelp.com/alabamastatebar with code 62b11 to get started.
	First month FREE, and 15% off after the initial month.


	ALABAMA
	Lawyer Assistance program
	WE ADDRESS
	WHAT WE DO
	Our promise
	CONTACT US: ALAP@ALABAR.ORG OR  (334)224-6920



	AL
	JUSTICE
	DO YOU HAVE A LEGAL PROBLEM?
	WE HAVE INFORMATION!
	Asherica M. Heard, Perry County
	What began as a vision to address Alabama’s rural access-to-justice challenges has grown into Harvesters of Hope, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit committed to growing the legal profession in Alabama’s small towns
	and underserved communities. Our mission is to improve access to justice, strengthen the administration of the courts, support economic development, and help revitalize Alabama's small towns.
	Learn more about Harvesters of Hope.

	SUPPORT THE MISSION. PLANT HOPE. GROW ACCESS.





