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TACKLE BOX TOURS

We held four Tackle Box Tour events, where we helped
attorneys enhance their legal “tackle box” with CLE
sessions on ethics, criminal law sentencing, and state
bar member benefits. The events were held in Moody,
Fayette, Phenix City, and Andalusia.
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SUPPORTING
WHAT MATTERS

SUPPORTING
WHAT MATTERS:
A MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT

As this Bar year comes to a close, | am
proud to look back on the work we have
done together and grateful for the chance
to serve alongside so many dedicated
lawyers, judges, volunteer leaders, and
staff members in the Alabama State Bar.

This year’s theme, Supporting What
Matters, was more than a phrase. It
reflected a responsibility we never take
lightly: to serve our members, strengthen
the profession, and protect the institutions
that help uphold the rule of law. This year,
we worked hard to make sure we did that
work well.

For me, that work began with supporting
and advancing the important initiatives
launched by the presidents who came
before me. Much of that work does not
always happen in the spotlight, but it
matters. It requires steady attention,
continued investment, and a commitment
to making sure good ideas keep moving
forward long after they are first announced.



Over the past several years, the Alabama
State Bar has made meaningful
investments in lawyer well-being, access to
justice, and rural practice. Drive4Five
helped lead to a partnership with
BetterHelp to provide mental health
counseling and support for Alabama
lawyers. Justice4AL has become an
important resource for Alabamians seeking
legal information and assistance.
Harvesting Hope, which began as a Bar
initiative focused on strengthening rural
access to legal services, has grown into
Harvesters of Hope, an independent
nonprofit organization carrying that mission
forward.

Each of these efforts reflects something
deeply important about our profession.
Lawyers serve best when they are
supported, the public is better served when
legal resources are easier to find, and
communities are stronger when access to
justice is not limited by geography or
financial means.

This year also included important
institutional work for the Alabama State Bar.
We successfully worked to clarify the Bar’s
agency status as an agency of the judicial
branch. This legislation formalized what we
have long understood to be our role and
helped provide greater clarity in areas such
as procurement and operations.

It was an important step in ensuring that the
Bar can continue to function consistently
and effectively within the structure of
Alabama’s judicial system.

At the same time, we continued preparing for
the future of lawyer licensure through the
transition to the NextGen Bar Exam. Although
implementation is still ahead, significant
preparation is already underway. This transition
requires careful planning, communication, and
coordination to ensure that Alabama is ready
for this important change in the way future
lawyers are examined and admitted to the
profession.

We also looked ahead to an opportunity to
showcase Alabama on a national stage. In
2026, Alabama will host the Southern
Conference of Bar Presidents for the first time in
17 years. This is more than a meeting. It is an
opportunity to welcome bar leaders from
across the region, highlight the strength of the
Alabama State Bar, and share the many ways
Alabama has helped lead — in the legal
profession, in public service, and in the broader
story of our state.

As | pass the torch to President-Elect Jana
Garner, | do so with confidence in the future of
this organization. The Alabama State Bar is
well-positioned to continue supporting its
members, strengthening public trust in the legal
system, and advancing the work that matters
most to Alabama lawyers and the people they
serve. She will be an excellent leader.

Thank you for the privilege of serving as your
president and for the many
ways you continue to
support the work of the
Alabama State Bar.

Frederick G. Helmsing, Jr.
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Solo & Small Firm Seminar Milestone Luncheon

In collaboration with the Alabama Law Foundation, we We honored our 50-year members on September 4, 2025
hosted our first seminar designed to give solo and small at the second annual Milestone Luncheon. Nearly 80
firm practitioners the tools and strategies they need. members who were admitted to the Alabama State Bar in

1975 joined us at Ross Bridge for the special event.

Admission Ceremony
On October 23, 2025, we celebrated our new admittees at
the Admission Ceremony in Montgomery.

Law Day
We celebrated Law Day on May 1, 2026. Alabama
lawyers spoke to over 2,000 students across the state.

Leadership Forum Pro Bono Celebration Month
We announced the lawyers selected for Leadership Forum Each October, we celebrate the work of our pro bono
Class 20. Leadership Forum is recognized as a dynamic lawyers and highlight the impact they have on their
and highly effective program for nurturing and developing communities.

leadership skills and values among a select group of
qualified, promising attorneys each year.
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Behind the Numbers: The Work
of Serving Alabama Lawyers

Each year, the Alabama State Bar’s annual
report gives us an opportunity to pause and
reflect on the work of the past Bar year. By
measuring this work through the numbers, it
provides us with a snapshot of where we are.
We can count the members we serve and the
programming we offer. The data can reflect our
engagement with volunteers, the multitude of
free CLE programming offered, and it can
show how the initiatives we have advanced
have positively impacted our members. These
numbers are important because they show the
reach and extent of the Bar’s work.

But numbers are mere statistics that can only
tell part of the story. Behind each of these
numbers is a person, most likely a lawyer. Our
lawyers are using their wisdom and training to
provide guidance to their clients. Our lawyers
are giving of their time in pro bono efforts
across our sixty-seven counties. Our lawyers
are serving as leaders in their communities,
whether it be on the Little League field, in a
house of worship, or in a civic organization.
Their involvement is impactful and meaningful
and can never be accurately captured in a
statistic.

But it is their work that makes our work at the
Alabama State Bar possible. As the legal
profession continues to evolve, the Bar must
continue to respond with useful resources,
clear communication, and steady leadership.
Every day we must show up to support our
members and this profession. This report
shows an organization committed to doing the
necessary work and doing it well with
professionalism and purpose.

As we close one Bar year and begin
another, | am grateful for the lawyers who
serve their communities, for the officers
and commissioners who lead with
thoughtfulness and integrity, for the
section and committee leaders who give
their time and energy, and for the staff of
the Alabama State Bar, whose dedication

supports this work.

| am also grateful to President Fred
Helmsing for his steadfast leadership,
dedicated service, and for the kindness he
has shown this past year. Fred has led
with professionalism and an unassuming
sense of humor whenever the situation
called for it. Quietly and kindly, he has
propelled this Bar forward in meaningful

ways.

As much as it has been a privilege to work
alongside Fred, it remains an absolute
honor of mine to continue to work
alongside you, our members. | thank you
for this opportunity to serve and to help
make our profession the best it can be. |
look forward to continuing this good work

in the coming year.

Terri B. Lovell
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Artificial Intelligence and
the Practice of Law

Artificial intelligence continues to change the
way lawyers work. From drafting and research
to document review, summaries and client
communication, Al tools are becoming part of
daily law practice for many attorneys. Used
responsibly, these tools can improve efficiency
and help lawyers better serve their clients. Used
without proper oversight, they can create
serious problems.

This year, the Office of General Counsel
released Artificial Intelligence Use: Best
Practices Under Existing Professional
Conduct Rules, the Bar’s first Al-focused ethics
guidance for Alabama lawyers. The guidance
makes one point clear: Al does not replace a
lawyer’s professional responsibilities. Instead, it
places longstanding duties like competence,
confidentiality, supervision, candor to the court,
reasonable fees, and communication with
clients, and applies them to a new and rapidly
changing setting.

The safest approach is not to avoid Al
altogether, but to use it thoughtfully, with clear
guardrails. Lawyers should understand the tools
they are using, protect client information, verify
Al-generated work, supervise staff use,
communicate with clients when appropriate,
and ensure that professional judgment remains
with the lawyer.

READ THE FULL Al ETHICS GUIDANCE

Scan the QR code to read Artificial

Intelligence Use: Best Practices %
Under Existing Professional e A
Conduct Rules, released by the ﬁ*‘fﬁ‘ﬁhﬁj
Alabama State Bar Office of L

E R

General Counsel.

10 | www.alabar.org

Al Use Checklist for Alabama Lawyers
Before using Al in a client matter, have you:

o Confirmed that the Al tool is approved and has
appropriate data protections?

0 Reviewed the tool’s data-retention and training
policies?

0 Removed identifiable client information or
obtained client consent?

o Crafted prompts with the proper context,
jurisdiction and applicable rules?

0 Reviewed Al-generated content and applied your
own legal judgment?

o Verified every citation, statute and factual
statement against authoritative sources?

o Checked court rules and standing orders for Al
disclosure requirements?

o0 Documented the Al tool used, the task performed
and the verification steps taken?

o Confirmed that no legal judgment or client advice
was delegated to Al?

0 Reviewed any Al-generated client communication
before it was sent?

0 Ensured that staff use of Al was properly
supervised by an attorney?

The checklist included with this report is intended to
be a practical resource for Alabama lawyers as they
evaluate and use Al in their practices. It is not a
substitute for the Rules of Professional Conduct, but
it offers a useful starting point for asking the right
questions before relying on Al in client work.

As this technology continues
to evolve, the Office of General
Counsel will continue to help
Alabama lawyers navigate
these issues with clarity, care
and attention to their
professional obligations.

Roman A. Shaul
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	2025-2026 YEAR IN REVIEW
	TACKLE BOX TOURS
	We held four Tackle Box Tour events, where we helped attorneys enhance their legal “tackle box” with CLE sessions on ethics, criminal law sentencing, and state bar member benefits. The events were held in Moody, Fayette, Phenix City, and Andalusia.


	SUPPORTING WHAT MATTERS: A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
	As this Bar year comes to a close, I am proud to look back on the work we have done together and grateful for the chance to serve alongside so many dedicated lawyers, judges, volunteer leaders, and staff members in the Alabama State Bar.
	This year’s theme, Supporting What Matters, was more than a phrase. It reflected a responsibility we never take lightly: to serve our members, strengthen the profession, and protect the institutions that help uphold the rule of law. This year, we worked hard to make sure we did that work well.
	For me, that work began with supporting and advancing the important initiatives launched by the presidents who came before me. Much of that work does not always happen in the spotlight, but it matters. It requires steady attention, continued investment, and a commitment to making sure good ideas keep moving forward long after they are first announced.
	Over the past several years, the Alabama State Bar has made meaningful investments in lawyer well-being, access to justice, and rural practice. Drive4Five helped lead to a partnership with BetterHelp to provide mental health counseling and support for Alabama lawyers. Justice4AL has become an important resource for Alabamians seeking legal information and assistance. Harvesting Hope, which began as a Bar initiative focused on strengthening rural access to legal services, has grown into Harvesters of Hope, an independent nonprofit organization carrying that mission forward.
	Each of these efforts reflects something deeply important about our profession. Lawyers serve best when they are supported, the public is better served when legal resources are easier to find, and communities are stronger when access to justice is not limited by geography or financial means.
	This year also included important institutional work for the Alabama State Bar. We successfully worked to clarify the Bar’s agency status as an agency of the judicial branch. This legislation formalized what we have long understood to be our role and helped provide greater clarity in areas such as procurement and operations.
	It was an important step in ensuring that the Bar can continue to function consistently and effectively within the structure of Alabama’s judicial system.
	At the same time, we continued preparing for the future of lawyer licensure through the transition to the NextGen Bar Exam. Although implementation is still ahead, significant preparation is already underway. This transition requires careful planning, communication, and coordination to ensure that Alabama is ready for this important change in the way future lawyers are examined and admitted to the profession.
	We also looked ahead to an opportunity to showcase Alabama on a national stage. In 2026, Alabama will host the Southern Conference of Bar Presidents for the first time in 17 years. This is more than a meeting. It is an opportunity to welcome bar leaders from across the region, highlight the strength of the Alabama State Bar, and share the many ways Alabama has helped lead — in the legal profession, in public service, and in the broader story of our state.
	As I pass the torch to President-Elect Jana Garner, I do so with confidence in the future of this organization. The Alabama State Bar is well-positioned to continue supporting its members, strengthening public trust in the legal system, and advancing the work that matters most to Alabama lawyers and the people they serve. She will be an excellent leader.
	Thank you for the privilege of serving as your president and for the many ways you continue to support the work of the Alabama State Bar.

	Frederick G. Helmsing, Jr. 150th President of the Alabama State Bar
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	Solo & Small Firm Seminar In collaboration with the Alabama Law Foundation, we hosted our first seminar designed to give solo and small firm practitioners the tools and strategies they need.
	Admission Ceremony On October 23, 2025, we celebrated our new admittees at the Admission Ceremony in Montgomery.
	Leadership Forum We announced the lawyers selected for Leadership Forum Class 20. Leadership Forum is recognized as a dynamic and highly effective program for nurturing and developing leadership skills and values among a select group of qualified, promising attorneys each year.
	Milestone Luncheon We honored our 50-year members on September 4, 2025 at the second annual Milestone Luncheon. Nearly 80 members who were admitted to the Alabama State Bar in 1975 joined us at Ross Bridge for the special event.
	Law Day We celebrated Law Day on May 1, 2026. Alabama lawyers spoke to over 2,000 students across the state.
	Pro Bono Celebration Month Each October, we celebrate the work of our pro bono lawyers and highlight the impact they have on their communities.
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	MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
	Behind the Numbers: The Work of Serving Alabama Lawyers
	Each year, the Alabama State Bar’s annual report gives us an opportunity to pause and reflect on the work of the past Bar year. By measuring this work through the numbers, it provides us with a snapshot of where we are. We can count the members we serve and the programming we offer. The data can reflect our engagement with volunteers, the multitude of free CLE programming offered, and it can show how the initiatives we have advanced have positively impacted our members. These numbers are important because they show the reach and extent of the Bar’s work.
	But numbers are mere statistics that can only tell part of the story. Behind each of these numbers is a person, most likely a lawyer. Our lawyers are using their wisdom and training to provide guidance to their clients. Our lawyers are giving of their time in pro bono efforts across our sixty-seven counties. Our lawyers are serving as leaders in their communities, whether it be on the Little League field, in a house of worship, or in a civic organization. Their involvement is impactful and meaningful and can never be accurately captured in a statistic.
	But it is their work that makes our work at the Alabama State Bar possible. As the legal profession continues to evolve, the Bar must continue to respond with useful resources, clear communication, and steady leadership. Every day we must show up to support our members and this profession. This report shows an organization committed to doing the necessary work and doing it well with professionalism and purpose.
	As we close one Bar year and begin another, I am grateful for the lawyers who serve their communities, for the officers and commissioners who lead with thoughtfulness and integrity, for the section and committee leaders who give their time and energy, and for the staff of the Alabama State Bar, whose dedication supports this work.
	I am also grateful to President Fred Helmsing for his steadfast leadership, dedicated service, and for the kindness he has shown this past year. Fred has led with professionalism and an unassuming sense of humor whenever the situation called for it. Quietly and kindly, he has propelled this Bar forward in meaningful ways.
	As much as it has been a privilege to work alongside Fred, it remains an absolute honor of mine to continue to work alongside you, our members. I thank you for this opportunity to serve and to help make our profession the best it can be. I look forward to continuing this good work in the coming year.
	Terri B. Lovell Executive Director Alabama State Bar


	MESSAGE FROM THE GENERAL COUNSEL
	Artificial Intelligence and the Practice of Law
	Artificial intelligence continues to change the way lawyers work. From drafting and research to document review, summaries and client communication, AI tools are becoming part of daily law practice for many attorneys. Used responsibly, these tools can improve efficiency and help lawyers better serve their clients. Used without proper oversight, they can create serious problems.
	This year, the Office of General Counsel released Artificial Intelligence Use: Best Practices Under Existing Professional Conduct Rules, the Bar’s first AI-focused ethics guidance for Alabama lawyers. The guidance makes one point clear: AI does not replace a lawyer’s professional responsibilities. Instead, it places longstanding duties like competence, confidentiality, supervision, candor to the court, reasonable fees, and communication with clients, and applies them to a new and rapidly changing setting.
	The safest approach is not to avoid AI altogether, but to use it thoughtfully, with clear guardrails. Lawyers should understand the tools they are using, protect client information, verify AI-generated work, supervise staff use, communicate with clients when appropriate, and ensure that professional judgment remains with the lawyer.
	READ THE FULL AI ETHICS GUIDANCE
	Scan the QR code to read Artificial Intelligence Use: Best Practices Under Existing Professional Conduct Rules, released by the Alabama State Bar Office of General Counsel.


	AI Use Checklist for Alabama Lawyers
	Before using AI in a client matter, have you:
	☐ Confirmed that the AI tool is approved and has       appropriate data protections? ☐ Reviewed the tool’s data-retention and training       policies? ☐ Removed identifiable client information or       obtained client consent? ☐ Crafted prompts with the proper context,       jurisdiction and applicable rules? ☐ Reviewed AI-generated content and applied your       own legal judgment? ☐ Verified every citation, statute and factual       statement against authoritative sources? ☐ Checked court rules and standing orders for AI       disclosure requirements? ☐ Documented the AI tool used, the task performed       and the verification steps taken? ☐ Confirmed that no legal judgment or client advice       was delegated to AI? ☐ Reviewed any AI-generated client communication       before it was sent? ☐ Ensured that staff use of AI was properly       supervised by an attorney?
	The checklist included with this report is intended to be a practical resource for Alabama lawyers as they evaluate and use AI in their practices. It is not a substitute for the Rules of Professional Conduct, but it offers a useful starting point for asking the right questions before relying on AI in client work.
	As this technology continues to evolve, the Office of General Counsel will continue to help Alabama lawyers navigate these issues with clarity, care       and attention to their          professional obligations.
	Roman A. Shaul General Counsel Alabama State Bar
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