APPOINTED COUNSEL AND INDIGENT DEFENSE COMMITTEE
PURPOSE & SCOPE

This committee serves as the group charged with coordinating efforts between the Alabama
State Bar and the Office of Indigent Defense Services, a division of the Department of Finance,
which office works in cooperation and consultation with other state agencies, professional
associations and groups interested in the administration of criminal justice and the improvement
and expansion of defender services, and provides financial services, guidance and statistical data
to the judicial circuits of the State of Alabama.

During the current bar year, the committee shall:

(1) Make a review of the policies and procedures developed by the Office of Indigent
Defense Services.

(2) Make a review of relevant existing or pending legislation and pending or existing
regulations

(3) Work with the Office of Indigent Defense Services, as requested or as the committee
deems appropriate, to develop and implement a plan for educating all circuit bar leaders regarding
the need to select a delivery system for legal services by the beginning of each fiscal year.

(4) Meet periodically with the Director of the Office of Indigent Defense Services to
communicate on matters which will assist lawyers in Alabama and further promote the
administration of justice.

(5) Collaborate with the 2026-2027 Access to Justice Criminal Division Task Force
regarding a strategic plan to address any indigent defense service issues as permitted by the
Alabama State Bar.

The committee will meet at the call of one of the co-chairs. The committee as a whole will
meet no less than two times during the year.

The Alabama State Bar, through its designated staff liaisons, will assist the committee in
carrying out its purpose.

Done this 20th day of July, 2026.

Jana Russell Garner, President
Alabama State Bar



