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LEGISLATIVE CALENDAR
The legislature reconvenes in January of 2018, unless a special session 
is convened by the governor.

The Alabama State Bar provides legislative status reports
concerning pending legislation that may be of interest to our 
members. The reports divide legislation into the following
categories for your convenience: criminal, domestic relations, 
judicial, court costs, elections ethics and government relations 
(EEGR) and civil. To view these reports, click here.

The final days of the 2017 regular session consisted of a four-day 
session week concluding on Friday evening with the sine die mo-
tion that closes the session. The House continued to be fraught with 
tension and the Senate was focused on the finish line. Both the House 
and Senate were keenly aware of what had to be done to complete the 
session and time was scheduled accordingly. 

The Legislature did complete its primary responsibility passing a $1.8 
billion General Fund budget and the $6.4 billion Education Budget. 
Both are still awaiting signature at the governor’s office. The legisla-
ture also passed the newly drawn, yet contentious, redistricting plans 
in response to a federal court order. A majority of the last week was 
spent on the reading at length of those plans in the Senate and the 
House of Representatives. 

Some legislation that passed this session includes legislative redis-
tricting, mandated autism coverage, ending judicial override in 
capital cases, regulation of midwives, a crossover voting ban, right to 
life language to be voted on as a constitutional amendment, religious 
choice in adoptions, reduced time in death penalty appeals, confeder-
ate monuments and a continuation of historic tax credits.  

Some legislation introduced that did not pass included changes to 
JIC/ COJ, new prison construction, permitless pistol carry, fantasy 
sports regulation, legislation that would allow church to have a police 
force, child care regulations, increase of district court jurisdiction, 
custody law changes and many more. 

A total of 422 bills were introduced in the Senate and 608 bills in 
the House of Representatives this session. Once the time has passed 
for final signature by the governor, the tracking will be updated one 
more time, so that relevant act numbers are available for your conve-
nience.
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